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SEPTEMBER
Sa-l'urdg)/_
Growr\-u?s are alwa?/s +a|kih3 about the "soocl old

days" and how -H\ihss were so much better when
THEY were kids.

But T think ‘l')ney’re J'us-l' Jealous becauvse MY
generation has all +his fahcy +ec)nho|os7/ and stuff

-H\e)/ didnt have srowihs up-

Believe me, '\:m sure w}\eh I }\aVe kids of m7/ own,

I’m gohha be +\'\e exact Same wo\7/ m7/ Pareh-l's
are NOW.

USED OUR LEGS POPS!
FOR GETTING

AROUND! %
[ ;g .

WHEN T WAS YEAH,
YOUR AGE, WE WHATEVER,




Moms qlways 5"‘)"""3 +that when SHE was youhser,
it was srecﬁ because eVerybon in town knew
eVeryboc}y else and it was like one giant family.

But that doesnt sound so srea‘l' to ME. T like
my \)riVacy, and T really dont need everyone

khowihs my ?erSOhdl business.

HOWDY,
NEIGHBOR!
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Mom says +he Problem with socie+7/ these c}ays is

+hat eVerybocly’s got +heir nose in a screen and
hobody takes the +ime 4o get to know the
people

who live around them.

T dont rea||7/ see eye +o eye with Mom on tha+t
1ISsue, -Hwous)n.
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Persohally, T think a litte separation is a
GOOD +)nih3.

YOUR | |
LEAVES -
ARE IN

%

N

MY YARD - < :
)
\.

La’rely, Moms been 3oih3 around town with a
petition to get Peo?|e to stop using +heir ‘)\\ohes
and electronic saclae‘l's for for-l'y-eiah-l' \\ours.
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Electronics are cluttering our lives! Let’s put
down our devices for a weekend and get to
know one another! Who’s in?

i 41.
42.
3. 43.
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Mom heeds a hundred sighatures before she can
take the petition to Town Hall, but she’s \\avihs
+rouble getting \Deovle to put their names on it.

T Jus+ "\oPihs she siVes up on this idea soon .
because its kind of ex\\o\usﬁhs for ‘l')ne rest of us
o \>re+ehd we dont know }\er.

s | EE T 5 ”

T real|7/ dont understand w\-\y Mom thinks we
need to 90 BACKWARD ; “h)’W‘*)’- From w"\a‘i' I
can +ell, the old days werent that much fun.

I*f 7/ou -Hwihk about it 5 7/ou hever see ahyohe n

those black-and-white \a}\o+os SMILING.



Tn the old Jays, Peovle were just a whole lot
TOUGHER +han -l'\\e)/ are +ocia7/.

But human beings have EVOLVED, and now
we need 'H\ihss like electric toothbrushes and
shov\)ihs malls and soft-serve ice cream to survive.




T bet our ancestors would be \)reH’)/ c}isa\)?oih-fed
with the wa7/ we turned out. But once someboéy
invented air-conditioning, there really was ho
turning back.

Weve gotten so S\)oiled +hat ?re++>/ sooh we won+
even have to leave our homes if we dont want +o.

YOUR BURGER
I SAID NO
Ifs SERRED: MAYONNAIS




Th fact, the way were headed, T'll bet o
+housand 7/ears from now human {)eihss woht even

have SPINES.

SL/?*
A%
»

Some People comﬂaih +hat all +his +ec\-\ho|037/
Kas made us soft. But if 7/ou ask me, that's not
hecessarily a BAD ‘H-\iha.

There are all SORTS of luxuries hownda?/s +hat
make PeoP|e’s lives better. Take baby wipes, for
examvle. Peo‘)le were using regular toilet paper for
hundreds of years, and then all of a sudden some
gehivs came up with an idea +hat was a +total
Sdme c}\o\hser‘.




What reo\||7 amazes me is that it took so LONG
for Peovle to come up with the idea. T seriously

can+t believe the vy who invented +he |53¥\+{>u|{>

didnt see baby wi\)es coming.

Ahcl who KNOWS what crazy ‘H‘u'ha someone s

gohha come up wH'\'\ next to make our lives easier.
Whatever it is, though, T'll be the first in line to
bu7/ it.

But if Mom had HER way, wed be |ivih3 like \)eoPle
did before there were computers and cell P‘\ohes

and baby wi\)es.

And T rea“)/ dont want to imagine |iv.'h3 n a
world without {)a’oy wipes.
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Sunday

Dad sa7/s +hat when HE was srowihs up, in the
summertime kids V|a7/ecl outside all do\y , until ‘I’}\ey
got called home for dinner at h53¥-\+.
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Well, that's ?re‘H)/ much the OPPOSITE of +he
way MY summer went this year.

T spent July and Au305+ at Film Cam?, where
all T did was watch movies in an air-conditioned
‘H\eo\'l'er for eis‘*rl’ }\ours a Jay.

The main reason T sished up for Film Cam\) was

becavse T +)nou3‘-\+ it was for \:eoPIe who are
SERIOUS about movies, like ME.



But T found out it was REALLY JuS‘l' a \)lace
where Pareh-fs could c}um? their kids off for some
c)nea\) babysi-l"l'ihs.
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’ﬂwe downside of S\)ehdihs that much +ime in a dark
theater is +hat at the end of the Ja?/ it took a
half hour for m7/ eyes to ad Jus+ +o +he svhlia"\‘l'.
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The other reason T sishecl up for Film Cam\) was
to 3e+ out of the HOUSE. Ever since we 30‘!’ a

pet pig, i+ hasn+t been a lot of fun beihs home.
Esvecia“y not at DINNER.

GOBBLE

For the record, T +hink its a« TERRIBLE

idea |e+‘h'h3 +he pig eat at the table, because it
ALREADY thinks its a human being. And the
las+ -Hwihs we need is for it o think it's on equal
1[oo+ih3 with the rest of us.

Ri\g}(ﬁ after we got +he P9 Mom -I'}\oua}ﬁ' it would
be fun to teach it some tricks. So she would give
+he ?53 a cookie when it stood on its hind |ess.




But the Pig learned +o WALK like that, and

it hasn+t been on all fours ever since. To make
matters WORSE, my little brother, Mahhy , put
a \mir of his shorts on the Pis, so now its like

we re living in +he house with a DEShey character.

€ Domg
—QQ}’ 0'0(‘5 ‘Vo
(o) (s 8,
J (()) %

Mom used to take the Pis outside ) but after it
started walkihs UP(’ES"\“‘, it decided i+ was oo
Soocl for its leash.

Mom was worried ﬂ\o\‘l' f -H\e \753 ran off wed
never find it, so she got a collar with one of

those GPS 'l'rackihs c)ni\)s nt.
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But eVery +ime Mom put the collar on the P9
within five minutes i+ would be back OFF. And
dont even ask me how the Pig did THAT, since
\)iss dont even have THUMRS.

. |
ll II II I
So now the \7.’3 Jus-l' comes and goes as it

pleases, and who KNOWS where it sveh&s its
time. What rea||7/ stinks is that I have a curfew
but +he P9 DOESN'T.

TICK
! TICK
I | TICK

@)
5.
[PPren —V
/
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T think giving the pig oo mavy privileges is a
REALLY bad idea. One Ja?/ Pigs will rule the
world, and i+l be my family's fault for starting
i+ all.

T wouldnt rea”y have an issue with +he P9 if

it didnt interfere with MY life. But T was late
on the first 447 of school because i+ was ‘.‘033'.“3
+he bathroom.

\r\]iﬂ'\ ‘H’\e \)is n ‘I')ne ‘\ouse ) I was ac+ua||7/ |ookih3
FORWARD +o sd\ool s+o\r+ih3. But once I 30"’
there T realized i+ was Just the same old ‘H‘\ihs.

14



And to be honest with you, T feel like Tve been
n mi&dle Sc\\oo| FOREVER.

1 needed to mix ‘l')nihss up a li+tle or I was
gohha go crazy. So in the first week of school, T
volunteered for the Homework Buddies program.

BE A BUDDY!

TEAM UP WITH AN
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
KID TO LEND A HAND!

SIGN UP FOR

y L e
b & A ToDAY!
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But 'H\e main reason I sighecl Up was o I could
ski\v +hird ?eriod, which is Music class with Mrs.

Graziano.

To give you an idea of how |°h9 Mrs. Graziano
\\qs been ﬂ\e MUuSIC +eac}\er ) DAD ‘wd \wer w‘-\eh
he was MY age. And o\\)\)areh-H)/ S\Dehclihs -H\ir‘f)/
years +eac¥\ih3 middle schoolers how +o ‘yla?/ musical

instruments DOES Some‘l’}wihs to a PerSoh.

Last week T met m7/ Homework Bu&&y, this kid
named Frew. T have no idea w‘wy he even sished
up for +he program, ‘H\ous\-\, because he's one

of those Peovle who reads scientific Journals and

co||e3e +extbooks for FUN.
16



ﬂ\e first +ime we 30+ +03e+}\er, Frew s\\owed me

his Nomework , which was some co|orih3 and a word
find. Frew said he didn+ need any \-\el\), and then
he asked o see MY homework.

I )naJ at LEAST an "\our of Mo\ﬂ'\ \Droblems and
a Geosra\)hy assishmeh‘l' that wouldve taken me

ANOTHER 4wo hours ) but Frew w"\i‘)‘)e& ‘H\roua)w
all of i+ in about fifteen minutes.

And he wasn+ Jus+ fast, he was GOOD. T +urned
in the assighments the next Jo\y, and when T got
‘H\em back from m7/ ‘I'eac\-\ers, '\; }md Pen[ec-f scores.

17



At first T {felt a li+Hle bad about getting help
from a third srader. But then T realized +hat
Homework Buddies are SUPPOSED +o he|‘> each

o+\‘ser out.

So now whenever me and Frew get +03e+}wer, T
Just hand him a ?ile of assighments and let him do
}\is ‘H\ihs. ﬂwe wa7 I see it, -H\is 1S workiha out

for eVeryohe.

SCRIBBLE
SCRIBBLE
SCRIBBLE

M)/ ohly comvlaih‘f about Frew is that sometimes
he's TOO \\el\D-fuL He's been getting bored
wi-l'}\ m7/ ‘\omework, so }\e started mo\kihs up
assignments to CHALLENGE himself.

18



ﬂ\e other dd}' he wrote a paper and attached it
to my REGULAR homework for extra credit. But
|ucki|7' T checked i+ over before )nahéihs "t in.

7

Detecting Commutative
Permeability in Physics

Doy Neffley
For a while T was Just Slad to be getting some
"\omework \-\el\v. But receh‘Hy I,Ve been +)nih’<ih3
+)na+ since I)m +)ne ohe w\\o “discovered” Frew, j:

deserve some kind of credit if }\e goes on to do
{753 ‘Hnihss.

© NOBEL PRIZE®




\&dh&cﬁy_
As if our house wasnt crowded ENOUGH, now
GRANDPA s living with us.

ﬂ\ey rm’seJ -I'\\e rent at Leisure Towers, ahcl }\e
couldnt afford +o live ﬂ\ere anymore. So Mom
invited Grahci?a +o move in with OUR {amily.

Dad wasnt so hot on the idea , even +\'\ous\'\
Grahd\va is his own father. But Mom says it will
be Just like the old clays, when three generations
lived under the same roof.

T +hink Mom has this rosy imaae of the wo?/ ‘I‘\'\ihss
used to be, but T have a TOTALLY different
picture of what it mustve been like back +hen.

20



T was ac+uo\||7/ OK with Gro\hd‘)o\ moVing in with
us until T realized what it meant for ME. Mom

le+ Grahd\)a \Dick ah7/ bedroom he wanted, and of
course he chose MINE.

ﬁ 1

)

That meant T needed to find a new V|ace +to
slee\). M)/ first ‘H'\ous‘ﬂ' was to go to +he guest
room, but T \[or30+ that's where the Pis s+a7/s.
Ahd ‘l‘"\er‘e’s no WAY :fm s)ndrihs ‘I’}we \)u||ou+

couch with a barn animal.

NN
| |
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T ruled ovt RODRICK'S room ri3¥\+ away . because
he mis}ﬁ ac+ua||7/ be a step down from the PIG.

l"\7/ oh|7/ other choice was +o room with MANNY,,
so T 30+ out the air bed and set it up oh his

floor. But sleeping in Mo\hhy's room has its
OWN ?roblems.

Mom reads Mo\hhy a bedtime s+or7/ eVery hisH', and
sometimes +)ne>l’re rea“y LONG. Tn fact, |a+e|>/

T +hink Mahhy’s been Pickihg out the thickest
books he can find Just to get on ry nerves.

IN A HOLE IN THE
GROUND THERE | .
LIVED A HORBIT. II |
> )

7

AL
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/ﬂu’hss have been a little tense ever since Grahdva
moved in. You can +ell he doesn+ rea||7/ approve of
+he way Mom and Dad are raisihs us kids , even
‘H‘\ous\-\ he never o\c+ua||7/ comes out and SAYS i+.

Moms been +r7/ih3 to ‘)o—H'y tran Mahh7/
FOREVER, and she’s experimenting with

someﬂ\ihs ca||ed “No Pants A-F‘l'er Dihher."

And it's EXACTLY what it sounds like.

What's SUPPOSED +o \\a\)?eh is that when
Mahhy feels the urge o GO, he'll run 4o the
bathroom.

23



But Mdhhy Jus*l’ prances around all his\‘d’ with
ho-ﬂwihs on below the waist. And eVeh+ua||7/ he
ducks be‘-\ihd ﬂ\e recliner in 'H-\e -fo\mily room.

T dont think Dad’s a \wse fan of No Pants
After Dinner, but T can tell he's even MORE
uncomfortable with Grahcl\)o\ beih3 here +o

withess it.

I‘l"s ‘)re‘Hy obvious }\o\vihs Grahd‘)a around is
rea||7' s+ressih3 ch} out. Ahd eVery +ime ohe

of us kids screws up, it Jus+ makes Dad even
MORE +ense.




What seems +o ahhoy Dad the MOST is when

one of us kids asks Mom to do someﬂ-\iha +that we
should be able to do OURSELVES.

YeS‘l'erda)/ I asked Mom o open a microwaVve
burrito for me, becauvse T alwa?/s have trouble with
+hose ‘)lash’c Packases.

But Dad Jum\)ec} all over my case. He said if T
was stranded on a desert island with a +housand
microwave burritos ) T4 STARVE +o death
because T couldn+ -Fiaure out how o open them

on m7/ own.

25



T 4old Dad +hat the chances of me getting
stranded on a desert island with a thousand
microwave burritos were ?re-H)' slim, but he said
T was missing +he ?oih-l'.

He said if T don+ learn how to do ﬂwihas {)7/
MYSELF ) T'm not gonha be able o survive in

+he “real world.”

Another ‘H\ihs Dad hates is how Mom still \\el\Ds
me 3e+ redcly for school in the morhing. She
\)icks out m7/ clothes the his}x‘l’ before , and she
has a chart \mhsihs in the kitchen 4o )ne|\> me
s+a7/ on track.

Soap Breakfast  Teeth Shower Hair

A Plk |04

20

)

Underwear  Socks Pants Shirt Shoes
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T guess Dad was Pre++7 embarrassed {)7/ +he
c\-\ar-i', because the other Jay he took it down.
But without that ‘H’\ihs to suide me ‘l'"\rous}\ +he
morhihs , T 30‘!’ the order of ‘i’}\ihss all wronhg
and ended up wearing socks over m7/ shoes.

These cla?/s, T +hink Dad’s Just WAITING for
me ‘o Sscrew up- ﬂwis morhihs j: 'for30+ ‘o P“+ +\~\e

cap back on the tube of +oo+\'\‘>as+e, and Dad was
rea&y +o POUNCE.

27



T didnt think it was a big deal, but Dad gave me
+his |oh3 S‘Deec"\ about how “li+le ‘H’\ihss have bis

»
COhSCqUChCCS.

He said if T was a kid srowiha up in frontier
times and it was my job to tighten the bolts on
+he wagoh wheels but T FORGOT 4o, then the

wheels would fall off and our family would get eaten

{>7/ wolves.

T 'H"\ous‘-\-l' Dad was {)eihg kind of dramatic , but
it DID make me feel a little 3ui|+7 about that
+oo+}\\>as+e cap.

28



T'm not the oh|7/ one who's been getting on Dad’s
nerves, -Hwous}\. La+e|7/, Rodrick’s been 3e++ih3 under
Dad’s skin, too.

\An-\eheVer Rodrick needs gas for )nis van, \\e H-fs
Mom up for mohey. But a few his\vl's ago he made
the mistake of Joihs it in front of Grahd‘)a.

Dad said that from now on, Rodrick has +o V“}'
for his OWN 9os. And when Rodrick asked how
he was suPPosed to do THAT, Dad said it was
+ime for him 4o get a JOB.

29



So Mom ‘\el\)ed Rodrick 90 ﬂ\rous‘\ +he He|\>
Wanted section of the hewspaper +o find him a
Jo’o that doesn+ require dh}' skills or exPeriehce.

'ﬂ\ey fihally found an ad for a restavrant that's

about fifteen minutes from our )nouse.

WANTED

Seeking motivated individuals (——
lojointhe teamatthe |+

OLD-TIMEY |
10% GRBAM | ¢
PARLOUR!

=

0d-Timey Tobias

T went to the Ol&-fmey Tce Cream Parlour
for Rowley’s las+ bir-ﬂwday Par+7/, and that
experience may have PERMANENTLY ruined ice

cream for me.

30



’ﬂ\ey have +his one desser+ on the menu called the
"Feec}ihs Troua\\ ,“ w‘\ic}\ is FORTY Scoops of

ice cream all in one lohs +ro\7/. And when you mix
different flavors of ice cream +03e+"\er, it Jus+
turns into 3“7/ s|0\>.

A A A A A T T T T T T T T T T T i T I T T T HTHTHIA LA LLRLSLTLTR LSRR TRLRvvh v w \\\\\\\\‘\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

The Old-'ﬁmey Tce Cream Parlour is one of +hose
\)Iaces where the whole staff comes to your +able

to sing for your birﬂ\do\y. That makes me really
uhcom{or‘l'a{)le, because it's ?re-H?/ obvious +\we7/’cl

rather be Joihs ANY THING else.

{3 4 IT'S YOUR BIRTHDAY J7
AND WE'RE HERE TO SAY
y WE HOPE YOUR DAY IS DANDY
IN AN OLD-FASHIONED WAY §79

////4;

b 70N
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Rodrick had an interview at +he restavrant earlier
in the week, and believe i+ or not, he got +he
Job. Sa+urcla7/ was his first hiak-l' of work, and
Mom ‘H\ous}ﬂ' i+ would be a 300& idea for the rest
of us 4o svr\)rise Rodrick and cheer him on.

But when we got to the restavrant, we couldnt
find Kim ahywhere. Mom was Pre-H')/ worriecl, but
eVeh+ua||7/ we found him out back.

| )= i
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Mom wasn+ \mﬂ))/ that Rodrick was on trash ciu+7/,
and she gave the manager a ‘)iece of her mind.
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But the manager said Rodrick was an "eh-l'ry level”
em\)|o7/ee and that eVeryohe who works at the
restauvrant \\as +to V“}I ‘H‘xeir dues.

Tm \)re++7/ sure Rodrick was }\oPihs wed all Just
90 home and leave him alone after that, but Mom
wanted to stick around. Ahd when Rodrick went
on his fifteen-minute break, we huhs out with him
in the em\>|07/ee |ouh3e.

Rodrick S\)eh‘|’ the rest of the his}\-l' +akih3 +he
trash from the kitchen out +o the Pum?si'er,

and T guess Mom wanted o see him one more
+ime before we lef+. So she told our waiter i+ was
Mahh/s birﬂw&ay, and the waiter called the whole
staff to our table.
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But I wish Mom didnt 90 and do ‘H\d‘l’, because
+here’s 50me+‘-\ih3 about the smell of sarbase Juice
+hat rea||7/ ruins your appetite.

..AND IF YOURE FEELIN HUNGRY
YOURE AT THE PERFECT PLACE
NOW JUST BLOW OUT THAT CANDLE
SO YOU CAN STUFF YER FACE!

//////ﬁ
) s %
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M&A}/_
La+e|7/, Moms been +r7.'h3 to get Grahd\m to
tell us kids about what life was like when HE was

3r‘owih3 up-

Grahd\)a says that when he was young +)ne7/ didnt
have +elevisions or qhyﬂ-\ihs like that, so kids
spent most of their time outdoors ‘)lo\yihs games

like Kick the Can.
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Growh-u?s are ALWAYS +o\|kih3 about ‘)|a7/ih3
Kick the Can. One time me and Rowley qdua“y
gave it a +r7/ to see what the bis deal was, but we

quit after about +\~\ir+7/ seconds.

WANNA GO
INSIDE AND
PLAY TWISTED
WIZARD?

e | 1

Dad says when he was a kid, he and his best

friend > Giles, would Jus+ use 'Hweir imasihd‘Hohs and

\)lo\y all da)/ in the woods.




\t\le", me and Rowley tried usih3 OUR imagiha-l'iohs
once, but Rowley’s dad put an end to it before we
could even get going.

ROWLEY JEFFERSON!
YOU PUT DOWN
THAT STICK RIGHT
THIS INSTANT!

Dacl So\iJ ‘l'oday’s Pareh+s are oVer\)ro+ec+iVe, ah&
+hat when he was a kid, he and Giles roamed free
and hever even bothered to tell +heir ‘)areh+$
where -H\e)/ were going.

But Mom said i+ was a lo+ SAFER back in those
Jo?/s , and now its oo dahserous for kids to be off
on their own without adult supervision. Dad said
+hat mis)n-i' be true, but kids like me and Rowley
need o learn how 1o PROTECT ourselves.
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Dad said when he was in middle sc‘woo|, \\e and Giles
buried stuff all over town so that if +\'\e7 ever 3o+
corhered, ‘l"\ey could fis‘ﬁ +heir wa7' out.

| ¥

But Grahd\)a had o different version of +\wih35. He
said Dad and Giles raided the kitchen drawer for
silverware, and THAT'S what +)ne>/ stashed all over
+he heis\\bor"\oocl.

37



When Dad'’s moﬂ-\er realized )ner forks and knives
were missing, she made the {307/5 353 +hem all up
and bring them BACK.

After +\~m+, Dad and Giles 9°+ their hands on
some PLASTIC utensils. But -H\e)/ got into an
argument over whether or not a S\Dork could be

used for se|1[-c}e-[ehse, and 'H-\ihss turned usly.

Giles told his mother what Dad did and showed
her +he sPork marks to prove . T guess +hose

mustVe been different +imes ; because Giles's mom

bent Dad over her knee and SPANKED him.

38



See, +hat's the ‘Jroblem with \Du‘H'ihs too much stock
in the old days. You remember all the GOOD stuff,

but 7/ou -forse-l' about the time 7/ou so-l' sPahkeJ {37/

7/our best friend’s mom.

Wednesday

“ guess < ‘H\ous)n‘l' Gro\hcl‘)a would live with

us for a little while and then find a Place +hat
was cheaPer +han Leisure Towers. But now T'm

starting to worry that its PERMANENT.

Ah& +hat's not a sood 'ﬂ\ihs ; because T'm not
sure "\ow muc\\ |oh3er I can be Mahhy’s roommate.
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For one +\\ih3 5 its not clishiw[iecl o s\'\are a room
with a person who doesnt wear \aah-l's after dinner.

LALALA | !

And Gro\hcl\)a’s almos+ Just as bad. When he moved
out of Leisure Towers, his sirlfriehd, Darlene,
broke up with him. La+e|7/, he’s been moping
around the house in a baﬂ\ro{)e, which means T
can+ rea||7/ have friends over.
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T -fisure the sooner Grahd?a’s back in the game,
‘H\e soonher ‘\e moves out. So I’Ve been s‘wowihs

Grahcl\)a how to do online da-h'hs to ‘\dv him
break out of his funk.

T +hink Tve created a MONSTER ) ﬂwous\-\. Now
Grahd\)d’s on the comPu*l'er +weh+7/-four hours a

da?/, and he's got at LEAST 1[.'1[+7 re|a+iohs\wi‘>s

Soihs simu|+aheous|7l.

Dont even ask me how he kee\)s track of who's who.

Belinda Bethany
has sent would like
you a wink to meet

you
Martha Tiffany
likes your has sent
profile you a
picture "3 poke
Sylvie Marjorie
likes your thinks you
knock- are nice
knock joke
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’ﬂwihss are s+ar+ih3 +o turn around for Rocln’ck,
too. He +old Mom he 30‘1’ a \Dromo+ioh at work, so
of course +ohi3¥\+ we had +o pile into the car 4o
90 show him our SU\)\)OF+.

T'm not sure if Td call Rodrick’s new position a
PROMOTION ; ‘l‘}\ous)n. Jﬂ\ey’\le 30+ him Jressihs
up as Old-'ﬁmey Tobias, ‘H\e restavrants mascot.

A?Pnreh-ﬂy +he vy who had the Job LAST got
firecl for beih3 seen wiﬂwou-l* \\is )neaJ on. Ahc}

T auessihs when it comes o mascots, that's a

HUGE. no-no.
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Old-'ﬁmey Tobias is SU\)\:osed to walk around the
restavrant and 90 from +able 4o +able makihs
little kids ‘\a\)\)y. But as far as T can +ell, he has
the OPPOSITE effect.

W

Th fact, kids seem o rea||7/ HATE Ol&—/ﬁmey
Tobids. When we So-l' there +oh53\'\+, Rodrick was
3e++ih3 it from eVery side.

13



Rodrick +old Mom that his manager warned him
¥ Ne was ever caus}ﬁ without his Tobio\s head on ,
he'd be fired on the s?o+.

Luckn'l)/, one of the e7/es on the costume’s head
comes out, which is the oh|7/ way Rodrick was
able o S‘|’d7/ ‘\7/Jra+ed.

oLURP
= % ~
— 4 o
. ’

Tm s+ar+ih3 +o wonder if +he 307/ who had +he

Job clressihs up as Old-fmey /E)bias 30+ fired
on PURPOSE.

T£ T had 4o bet on how |oh3 Rodrick lasts, T4
aiVe \-\im two weeks, +o\>s.
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E&gy_
All the buzz at school has been about this bis
+ri\> to Harclscrab{ﬂe Farms that's comihs up

next mohﬂ'\.

When you get to my srade, the whole class goes on
a weeklohs trip to +his \)lace where you sleeP n |03
cabins and learn about nature and hard work.

T'm sure it's a blast if you’re into that sort of
‘l'}wiha , but Te a|reacl7/ decided T'm gonna be

+he one kid who s+o\>ls BACK when eVerybon

else heads off on the trip.
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Ahc} while the REST of my classmates are sweo\+ih3
it out in the woods, T'll be in +he school |i{>rar7/
ehJoyihs all the comforts of +he modern world.

|
AMARHHY ) c ooy,

b

-

Moms been ‘l'r)/ihs o 3e+ me to c\\ahae m7/ mind
because she thinks T'lI regret not going.

T really doubt that's gonha }\o\\)?eh, Hwous}\. Tve
heard horror stories from kids who went awqy to
Hardscrabble Farms, and T remember +he letters
Rodrick sent home when HE went +here.

\
Help he//D /~/640 A
ot me | Help fefy [9EF me P
vt of get Ihe/D OUt 5P
here. | outof | here,

o)
here.

6



Th fact, Rodrick seemed kind of traumatized b)f
+he whole experience. When he got back from +he
trip he crawled into bed and s+a7/ecl there for an

entire weekehd.

a“ ——— —
AR "“’E‘" Saw
)
> 111
X | ) )

Todc?/ was the deadline for Pickihs who you
wanted to room wiﬂ'\, and at lunch eVeryohe was
scram{)|ih3 to get into o 3004 cabin. T was Slad T
already decided T wasnt going, becavse T really
didnt want o deal with all +hat drama.

T fel+ a little bad for Rowley because he was

couh*l'ihg on {)uhkiha wiﬂ\ ME. \/\l)neh I +old Hm I

wash+ soihs on -I'}\e +ri\>, }xe went around seeih3 if
anyone had an opening in their cabin.
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But b}/ the end of the lunch Periocl ) ‘H\ihss weren+
|oo’<ih3 sood for him.

T cant rea||7 worry about Rowley, -H\ous}w, because
Tve got my OWN Vroblems to deal with.

Mohday, Mom and Dad got a letter from the
school sayihs -H\ey had to come in for a sPecial

Pareh‘l'—‘l'eac)ner conference.

Tve been worried sick all week becauvse T
+\1003\'\+ T mustve 1[or30‘l"|'eh +o cross Frew's
hame off of one of my homework assighments
and T was in trouble.

But that wasnt it a+ ALL.
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The reason the school asked Mom and Dad +o
come in was 1o tell them that my homework
sracles }mVe imProVeJ so much ) +\~se}/’re PU‘H'ihs

me in harder classes.

Well, T'm sure Frew will appreciate \-\o\vihs more
c}m"ehsiha homework, but he cant be there to
‘\e|‘> me Jurihs TESTS. So unless T can -fiaure
out a way' to sneak him into school , T'm never

SOhhd ?dSS.

When Mom and Dad came home from the parent-
teacher conference, Mom said we needed to

celebrate the “sood hews.
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Of course THAT meant going to +he Old-/ﬁmey

Tce Cream Parlour.

T was getting a little sick of sPehdihS eVery
his)n‘l' at Rodrick’s work ) and I ‘H‘\ihk Grdhc}\)d
was feeliha the same waly. He told Mom ice cream
makes his gums hurt and he was gonhnha s+a7/ home
+his time around.

T 4ried using the same excuse, but Mom was
dead set on us 305?\3.

When we got to the restavrant, though, Rodrick
was nowhere to be found. The manager told Mom
that Rodrick never showed up for work.

A
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ﬂ\d‘l‘ sent Mom into a PANIC ) and we 30‘\' back
in the van o 90 look for him. We drove all over

+he \)lace , and we -fihd”)/ found Rodrick wdkihs

a|oh3 the side of +he his}xway.

When we Pullecl over, Rodrick got in +he van and
ex‘>|aihed wha+t ‘-\o\\)\)ehecl. He said there was a
traffic J'am on the )niahwa?/ and he was gonha be

late for work. So he got into +he car-Pool lane,
where he could go a lot FASTER.

But the rule for the car-\)oo| lane is that you
have 1o have at least TWO \‘)eople n your vehicle.
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So Rodrick made it look like Old-’ﬁmey Tobias was
si++ih3 next to him in the passenger seat.

Uhfor+uha+e|7/, some easle-eyed cop Pu"e& him over.

[ POLICE

The cop wasn+t amused and gave Rodrick a icket
for one hundred dollars. Then he found all sorts
of ‘H-\ihss wronhg with the van, like a broken
‘l'aillia\ﬁ and an ex\)irecl ihS\)eC‘h'oh sticker.

After +hat, the cop had Rodrick’s van towed
and left him stranded on the side of the road. So

Rodrick was a HUGE target for all +he kids who
were stuck in the traffic Jdm.
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Mom +old Dad o drive \'\ome (Y6 S\'\e could ‘H\row
Roc}rick’s costume in -I'}\e qu}\ihs machihe. But
w}\eh we 3o+ ‘o our street, ‘Hwere were cars

\)o\rkecl up and down on bo-ﬂ-\ sides.

ﬂ\ere were even cars \)drked on our LAWN 4 ch}x
was Vre++7 s+rah3e.




We had 4o \Dark the van at +he bottom of the
hill and walk up the street. When we fihally got

+o our yarc} ) 7/ou could \\edr |oucl MUSIC comihs from
‘Hwe \wouse.

Ahd w‘\eh we oVehed ‘Hwe front Joor, ‘Hwere was a
RAGING \)o\r‘l'y soihs on inside.

We had 4o ?us% +\wrou3\~\ the crowd to find
Grahcl\)a , who was out back in our old hot +ub.
Ah& from the look of ‘H\ihss, he was }\avihs +he
time of his LIFE.
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Dad kicked eVeryohe out of the house ; which
took FOREVER, mos+l7/ because no one was in a
bis }wrry to leave.

When eVeryohe was gohe, Dad lit into GrahJPo\
for )navihs a Po\r+7/.

55



Grahc{‘)a said }\e didnt PLAN on }wavihs a \)ar+7/.
He said he 4ried to invite ONE lady from his

da‘h'hs site over o watch a movie ) but he mustve

accic}eh‘l'all)/ hit “send all.” And then eVeryohe
s\\owed up at once.

v, _%
£§

Dad was really mad, but it mustve been awkward

for Hm ‘o come up wiﬂ\ a Puhis}xmeh‘f for Hs
own fo\ﬂ-\er.

T guess he couldnt think of ahy'\')nihs be‘Her, so
he Jus-l' VU+ Grahd‘)a n +time-out.
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T wish we had done a better \job of clearihs out
+he \Dar+7/ sues-fs when we 30-1' \\ome, ﬂwous‘w,
because there were a few stragglers in Mahhy’s
room who didnt \Doke +heir heads out until ‘H‘\e?/
‘l')r\ou3\~\+ the coast was clear.

Tuesday

E ver since Grahcl‘)a had his Par+7/, Dad hasn+
been wi||ih3 +o leave Hm ‘\ome alone. Ahd w}'\eh
DAD cant be there to watch Hm, he makes one
of US do it.

Grahd\)a’s SUPPoseJ +o sit in time-out for an
hour a clo\y to work off his \Duhishmeh-l' ) but

he likes 4o do that in front of the television
instead of in the corner.
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So if you’re on Gro\hcl\)a Ju+7/, you have to watch
whatever HE wants to watch.

Cqu, HA»D
HAW!
=

UP YOUR NOSE
WITH A RUBBER
HOSE!

But Jurihs +he school day, Grahc}Pa is home
ALONE, and T +hink Dad'’s nervous there’s
gonha be ahoﬂ\er ?o\r+7/.

So }\e went out and bous)n‘l' one of ‘H\ose webcams
+o make sure +\\ere isht dh}' fuhh)/ business 3oih3
on w}\ﬂe ‘-\e,s at work.

T dont know where he PUT i, exac+l7/. But what

T DO know is that he's not Jus+ using it to kee‘)
an eye on GRANDPA.
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GET YOUR
FEET OFF THE
COFFEE TABLE.

Tmall for +ec}\ho|os7/, but not when its used
AGAINST me. I Joh’+ like }mvihs a camera in
+he \\ouse, because howacia?/s there are cameras

eVeryw)nere you turn.

Ahd f 7/ou ever do SOmeﬂ\ihs embarrassihg N a

\Dublic \)lace, trust me, its gonna get recorded.

SECURITY

But the wors+t -I'Hhs is cell P)nohe cameras, because
howaclays EVERYBODY'S got one.
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Last summer w‘-\eh I was 3e++ih3 out of -l"\e
town \Dool, my ba-ﬂ-\ihs suit fell down a little and
eVeryohe Saw 1t )naﬂ)eh.

And before T even dried off, the ?ic-h;res were
\)os+ed all over the Tnternet.

S
— AN Carla

Saw this at the
town pool today!

@324 likes

! 4 !
i \

This kid really
"cracked" me up!
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These da?/s you can even get in trouble for +a’<ih3
a ?ic+ure of YOURSELF. A few months ago we
went to brunch after church, and when we lef+
the restaurant, T fel+ like T mish-f have sPihac\w
n m7/ +eeth.

1 wash+ ahywhere near a mirror, So I borrowed
Moms cell P\\ohe to take a picture of m7/se|1[, Just

‘o make sure.

~ \
But some |a&7/ in front of me ‘H'\ous‘"ﬁ T was
+dkih3 a \)}\0‘?0 of HER, and she wouldnt let
us leave until she looked -I'\wrouSh +he pictures on
Mom's P"\ohe +o make sure T HADN'T.
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Now that T +hink of it ; +hat mis\\-f’Ve been
w*wrf started Mom on ‘H-\is electronics-free idea
‘o besih with.

S?eakihs of which, Mom got all the sighatures
she needed to take her petition o Town Hall.

The way she GOT them was {37/ intercepting all
+he Po\r‘|7/30ers as ‘H\e)/ were |eavih3 our house
the other night.

After Mom took the petition to Town Hall, +he
leaders had a vote and made it official. So this
Sd‘l’urc}a)/, ‘l')ne w)no|e ‘owh 1S soiha o Vo|uh+ari|7/
uh\)|u3 for +he weekend.
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Moms made i+ her mission to get the word out to
as mdhy ?eovle as ?ossiHe. T +r7/ih3 to kee\) a
low Profile until this whole +)nih3 is over, but Mom
hasn+t been makihs it easy.

-L Ol
> 4 7 P4

I ‘H\ihk CU‘H'ihs ourselves off from ‘H\e outside
world is a bad idea. Tf there's a zombie a\Doco\VPse

or some‘f)niha bis like ‘H’\o\‘l', we re gohha be the
LAST ones to know.




&dgy_
As Par-f of this electronics-free weekehc},
eVeryohe’s SUP\)osed to come down to -H-\e ‘own ?ark

+omorrow for a Vo|uh+ar7/ cleahu?.

But its gohha take a lot more ‘H\ah one afternoon
to make a dent in THAT mess.

These clays , the \Dark looks like SOme-l'}\ihs out of

a moVie w‘-\ere ‘H-\eres been a nuclear war.




The ‘)ark used to be NICE, but -I'Hhss went
JOWhH“ w‘\eh +}\e towh ran out of mohe7'.

The main reason was because they voted +o build a

ohe-wa?/ “cell P\wohe oh|7/“ ?aﬂ\ ﬂ\rousk +he \:ark,
since half the time People on the REGULAR
\)crl'\-\ weren+ wa+cHh3 where ﬂwey were soihs.

‘§ WAL

)

So all the mohey +hat was soPPosed to go to
resular cleahu? went to this new Pa-l'\\ for \)eoyle
who wanted to use their electronic devices while

+\~se7/ walked.
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But the pro Jec-l' 30+ ‘oo ex?ehsiVe , and +\~\e7/ had
to cancel i+ before +)ne7/ finished +he foo%ridae

over -H\e creek.

The Po\rk got rea||7/ run-down after that, and
families s+op\>ed coming ohce teendgers took over.
So if +he \Deoyle organizing +his cleahuP are smart,
the first -H\iha +he7/'|l do is find an exterminator

+hat sPecializes in teenagers.

Sa‘l"urdgy_
T Kave no idea what time T woke up +his morhihs,
because the clock on Manny's dresser was uhpluaaed.

Th fact, EVERYTHING in +he house was
uhvlusaecl, which goes to show that Mom was

+akih3 +his electronics-free 'H'\ihs ?re-Hy |i+era||7/.
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ﬂ\e hext ﬂ\iha T noticed was that there were a
LOT of people out walkiha in the heig\-\’oor\\oocl.
So T guess everyone had decided +o get into +he
“old=time" spirit.

18 I

W

I was ‘)|o\hhih3 on JUS“’ relo\xihs o\h& readihs

comic books on the couch all clay, but Dad said T
should take o\JVah‘l'ase of all +he “foot +raffic.”

He said when HE was a kid, he and Giles o?ehec{

a lemonade stand and earned ehoua% mohey +to buy

them each a new skateboard. T said T ‘I’}\ous}\-l' a
lemonade stand was a GREAT idea.
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Dad SUrPriseJ me b)/ \\ahclihe over +weh‘l7' dollars in
“seed moheyn +o }\el\D me get started.

I knew I was gohna need a business ‘)ar+her,
so T called Rowley and told him to come down.

T fisurecl we d 3e+ going {>7/ |ookih3 up +he

recipe for lemonade on the Tnternet, but Mom
had hidden the power cord to +he com\)u-fer. T
was a little embarrassed to ask Dad, so me and

Row|e7/ decided 4o wihs it.

I khew we,d heecl lemons 1[or sure, So we rode our
bikes down to the convenience store and boua}x‘l’
out their whole SUP‘>|7/.
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When we 30‘!’ back home , we didnt know the exact
humber of lemons +o \DU“’ in the \Dﬁcher. So we
went on the Hs)n side \jus-l' to be safe.

T was VreH?/ sure the oh|7/ other ihsrecliehi' for
lemonade besides water is SUGAR, but we didn+
know how much of THAT we were Su?\)osec} to use,
either. So we Just eyeba“ed it.

T 'Hwous)n-r after that we were \:re++7/ much soocl
+o 90, but then Dad came downstairs , Saw what

we were doihs, and told us we got it all wrohg.
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Dad said that, first of all, the GREEN lemons
we boua}ﬁ' were qc+ua||7/ LIMES, so we had to
3e+ rid of those.

’ﬂ\eh ‘we said ﬂw‘f to make lemonade we needed
+o

tnrtoHhee laraotes.iWWHAR fvauhdivS Bl hiZeE +dHerow
at the besihhiha.

But Rowley was too scared to cut the lemons because
he said +\~\e7/’cl make his eyes water. T told him he
was 3e++ih3 lemons confused wH'\\ ONIONS.

He wash+ budeihs, ‘onus}'\, and T knew T had
to do Someﬂ'\ihs about it or he wouldnt }\ely out.

So I clus around in +)ne garage until I found a
mask Rowley could cover his eyes with.
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Once Row|e7/ calmed down, we started cwtting +he

lemons, which was a LOT harder than T -H\oush‘l'
it would be.

When T sliced into +he FIRST lemon, T 30‘!’ a
shot of Juice r.'s‘ﬁ n m7/ eye.

T+ s+uh3 like CRAZY, and T could barely see.
Row|e7/ +ook +he snorkel out of his mouth and
started in with the whole “T +old you so stuff,
but T didn* wanna hear i+.
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After T got my vision back, we Squeezeci all of
our lemons into the water and set up our stand
on the sidewalk.

WAL,
o 7

~ | [LEMONADE] | | - —

7 & &

A few V°°V|e s+0\>\>ecl 57/, but it was Just to
criticize eVery-H\ihs we were cloihs. One Iady +old
us we heeded to stir the lemonade to mix the
sugar in better. But even after we did THAT, she

wouldnt make a ?urchdse.

Ahoﬂ-\er 307/ w‘wo tasted our lemonade com\)|aihecl
+hat i+ was too SWEET.
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The next few \Deovle said the same -H-\ihs. So T
dumvecl out half the \Di‘tc}\er and added more water.
But Peoﬂe didnt like where T GOT i+ from.

One avy had o \Droblem with the fact that we
were usih3 ﬂ\e same slass for eVery customer,
even -H-\ous‘\ T exﬂaihed +o him that we were
rinsing it ovt after eVery use.

N\ N
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We 30‘!’ ‘h'red of si‘H'ihs out In ‘H\e }\0‘\' sun dhc{
decided our lemonade stand would work Just as well
as a self-serve business. So we ?u-l' out a J'o\r where

\Deo?|e could pay for what +\~\e7 drank.

But ‘H\e second 7/ou set up an ‘\ohor SyS‘I'em )
somebody’s so-Ha 90 and ruin i+ for EVERYONE.

HEY!

We realized we were Just gonha have 4o suck i+ up
and man the lemonade stand full-time. So we got
another slass from the kitchen cabinet and headed
back outside.
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T started +o notice that the ‘)eoPIe wa|kih3 UP
the hill looked a lot thirstier than +he Peoﬂe
wo\|kih3 DOWN . So we Vos+ed a hew Pricihs
\>o|ic7/ +o +ake {ull advah-i'ase.

74 S ¢
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A couP|e of Peoyle ‘H‘\ous)(ﬁ' our de' was for

PaN

TIPS, and +\we7/ droPPeJ in some loose c\\o\hse.
Aw['l'er +)na+, we started Vush'ha +he 'h'\)s,
because ahy mohe7/ we brous}ﬁ' in that wa?/ was
100% Prow[i‘h




T was $+o\r‘h'h3 to feel sood about ‘H‘\ihss until a
kid named Cedric Cuhhihsham set up his OWN

lemonade stand a few houses down.

Ahcl it was Pre++7 obvious )ne \wad \welP from \m’s
parents, becavse HIS stand made ours look like
a JOKE.

ICE-COLD

B —
—
—
—_—

See, this is the Problem when you have an orisihod
idea. Five seconds later you’Ve got a million coPyca‘fs.

Thma Professiohal, ﬂwoua‘w, and T wasn+ gonna
+ake a little compertition Persohally. So T offered
Cedric two bucks 4o +ake his lemonade stand
dowr\, and he asreeJ to .
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But a minute later, he set up his stand again,
this +ime diredly across the street from us.

T was se-H'ihs \Dre++7/ ahhoyed, because we were
runhing out of lemonade and T knew Dad wasn+

gonha aiVe uS ahy more mohe7' for ihﬁredieh‘rs.

That's when T realized if we sold WATER
instead of lemonade, we would save ourselves a lot

of hassle.

Plus, it was pre obvious Cedric had cornered
the lemonade market, ESPECIALLY after he
\)u-l' up Hs new sish.

ICE-COLD

|Help me buy
medicine for
my Sick kitty
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But T knew if we were gonna sell water, it would
have to seem extra-special to get people to PAY
for i+. So T came up with an awesome-swhciihe
name, and then T filled Mahhy's baby pool with

) .
water so we wouldnt run out for a while.

i [

T we were gonha call this stuff “fitness

water,” wed have to let PeoPle know it ac+ua||7/
WORKED. So T had Row|e7/ do some Jum‘)ihs
Jo\cks and \Dusk-uvs in front of our stand.
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The Problem is, Row|e7"s not in the best s}-m?e, so
it was a bad look for our com?dhy.

Luckily, a guy who was ac-l'uall)/ n s}wa\:e came up
+he hill rish-r after that, and T offered +o pay
him a few bucks if he +old eVeryohe he got +ha+t
wa7/ 57/ drihkihs our NRG Fitness Water.

But I guess )ne )nad better -H\ihgs +to Jo, because
}\e told us }we wasnt interested.
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Uhfor+uha+e|7/ ) & guy wa|kih3 DOWN +he hill
overheard us, and he said hed be HAPPY 4o

ehdorse our ?rocluc*l'.

71NN
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Not to be mean or ah7/+¥\ih3, but this 3u7/ clefihi-rel)/
did not have the look we were after.

So to make him go away, T Paid him three bucks
to ell \DeoPle he DIDNT drink our stuff.

T realized we were still competing for JDeVerauge
dollars with the kid across the street and that if
we were gohha make any REAL money, we needed

‘o0 move our oPera‘h'oh ‘o a w\wole hew marked.

Ahci T knew Jus-l' +he \)lace.’ +he town Po\rk.
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With the bis c|eahu‘> 305?\3 on down there ;

T ﬁsured there would be a TON of ‘H’\irs‘l'y
volunteers. So me and Rowley loaded Up a wagoh
wH'}\ as muc)n of our Vroc}uc-l' as we could carr7/

and headed down the hill.

4
e o
a N
. I '

Halfway +o the Park, Rowley said he was Je\wy&ra‘red
and needed a drink. T didnt wanna s-l'o?, but e
looked like he was gohna pass out. So T let him
take a bottle and made a note to dock his pay

later on.
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\r\“\eh we 30+ down to ‘I'}\e \)ark . seemed like ﬂ\e
whole TOWN was there. EVeryohe was workihs
really hard, and it was ?re++7/ hot out.

As a BONUS, the water fountain was broken,
which meant Peoﬂe didnt have any real options for

quehc\-\ihs their thirst. So me and Row|e7/ knew we
were gohhd make a KILLING se||ih3 our stuff.

Uh{or'l'uha‘fel)/, Mom sPoHed us ris‘-rf away and

askecl w}uﬁ we were up +o.

T +old her we were gonna sell our fitness water to

ahyohe w\'\o was wi”ihs +to s}xe“ out a few bucks.
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But Mom said it was "‘!'acky" +to \Dro-FH' off a bunch
of volunteers who were sacn’ficihg their Saturda
to clean up +he \Dark. T +old her eVerybocly

who drank our water would be able +o volunteer
TWICE as hard, and the whole clea\rw\) would g0
a lot quicker.

While me and Mom were arguing about this, the
ladies who were workihs on the flower bed +o+a||7/

raided our SUP?hes.
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Ahcl before we could do ahyﬂwiha about i, ‘H-\e)/

had \Doured our w}\ole ihVeh+or7/ of fitness water

into the Srouhd like it was J'us+ some c‘weo\‘) Juhk.

T did a quick caleulation and fisure& +hat was
at least two hundred dollars in lost Prowfi-l's
seeping into +he srouhé. But +hose ladies Just
went ria)n-f back to their Plah-h'ha like it was no

bis deal.

S+ill, i+ wasnt too late for me and Rowley to
+urn +his ‘H\ihs around. We so\‘l'\\ered up +he
em\>+>/ bottles and headed down 4o +he creek
for a refill.
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Mom s+e\>\>e<1 N our waly. She 4old me and Rowley
she wanted us 4o %elp +he volunteers with +he
c|eahu? , and handed us some lawn tools +o get
started.

T ex\)laihed that we were BUSINESSMEN and
REAL businessmen dont work for free. But before
T was even done +a|kih3, Rowley was oh his hands

and knees ‘)lah—h'hs \)erehhials.

T knew T had o get out of there as quickly as
‘)ossi{>|e or I'D 3e+ ro‘)ed n, “too. But Mom was
one s+e‘> a\'\eacl of me.

She said when T was little she used +o take me
+o the ?ark eVery Jay, and that those were her

most s?eciad memories of ‘H’\e two of us.
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She told me if we DIDN'T clean the Vo\rk,
OTHER moms wouldnt be able to have the same
kinds of precious moments with THEIR kids.

See, Mom knows EXACTLY how 4o 3e+ ‘o me.
And that's the reason T found m7/se|1[ rakihs leaves
for FREE instead of makiha a truckload of mohey.

The rake Mom gave me was o piece of Juhk, 'H\ous}\,
but when T asked for a new onhe, she said eVerybody
was Joiha their best with what -H\e)/ had.

T+ took me a half hour to scrape +03e+\\er a measly
\)ile of leaves, and then a bunch of little kids came
+eo\rih3 ‘l'}\rous)n it and undid all m7/ \'\arcl work.
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Don+t ask me w‘v ‘)eo‘yle brousH' +heir little kids

to the Park c|eahu‘>, because -H\e)/ were no \we|‘>
at ALL. Tn fact, +\\e7/ were CONSTANTLY
3e-H'ih3 into trouble.

A+ one \)oih-t a buhc}x of ﬂ\em were \)layihs N a
‘)i|e of fertilizer, and someone had +o chase them
out of ﬂxere.
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The whole ?o\rk c|eo\hu\) effort was TOTALLY
JiSOrsahizeJ. Nobody was ren"y n c)no\rse, so it

was just comP|e+e CHAOQOS.

ﬂ\ihss got even CRAZIER when a bus \Dulled
into the ?dr‘kihs lot and a bunch of teenagers in
orange JumPsui+s filed out.

COMMUNITY SERVICE |y =~




A\)Pareh-H)/ +hese guys were bused in to serve
their punishment for committing crimes like
s%oth‘h'hs and vandalism. Ahcl + T had +o guess,
T4 say few of them were ciirec+|7/ reS\)ohsiHe
for the graffiti on the ?Id?/srouhd equipment.

ﬂ\e commuhi+7/ service 3u7/s were more interested

n soo{ihg off than ‘)H‘c\\ihs in. And some
of the stuff +)ne7/ were doihs was Jowm‘ig}ﬁ'
DANGEROUS.

But right when it seemed like it couldnt get any
worse, a bunch of vans rolled into the Parkihﬁ
lot and an entire Girl Scout troop Poured out of
the vehicles.
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And it looked like ‘H\e)/ meant BUSINESS.
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Within ten minutes ; ‘H\e)/ had orso\hize& eVeryohe

F3

F

at the ‘mrk cleahuP nto se?arcﬁe teams, with a

Girl Scout in c)narse of each one.




M)/ team was res?ohsible for rakihs leaves in the

\)Ia?/srouhd area, and the Sirl n c}xarse of m7/

3rouP was a Prowhie.

T+ was a little embarrassihs, but to be honest
with you, T was HAPPY the Girl Scouts came in

and w\-\i\)'\)ed eVerybon nto s}m\)e.

EVery +ime I’Ve seen ﬂ\e Girl Scouts 3e+ ihVolVed
with a project, TVve been IMPRESSED.

A few months 490, +he town wanted to build a
commuth Sardeh, but hobody could 3e+ +heir act
'I'ose'ﬂ-\er and the project fizzled out.
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But then the Girl Scouts SwooPed in and buil+ +he
whole -I'Hhs on a Suhdo\y afternoon.

EMMUMTY GARDE[

T +ell 7/ou this: T you \DU‘I’ a4 group of boys m7'
age n c‘*sdrse of 50me+¥'\ih3 like ‘H\o\‘f, hoﬂ'\ihs
3004 would come of i+. ESPECIALLY if +here

were power tools involved.




Even -Hwous\\ +\~\e7/ were at the town Park ‘o work,
the Girl Scouts werent gonha le+ an oPPor+uhi+7
to do some fuhdraisihs pass +hem {>7/ ’ﬂ\ey set

up o stand to sell cookies, and one of their first
customers was MOM. So I guess s"\e,d c)nahsed
her mind about ?eoP|e se||ih3 stuff to volunteers.

T was slacl the Girl Scouts were runhing the show,
but -H-\e)/ were workihs us HARD. A1[+er an \-\our of
rakihs, T was worn out and wanted o g0 home.
But i+ was clear ‘H\e)/ weren+ letting ANYONE
go until the last leaf was bassed.

Another person in my grovp who seemed a little
worn out was m7/ Homework BucHy, Frew.
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OTHER VeoPIe {isurec} out how smart Frew is,
and a bunch of grown-ups started bussihs him
for stuff ﬂwef& uSuo\Ny get from their PHONES.

FREW! HAVE
ANY CATS DONE

FREW! WHAT’S
FREW! HOW'S \ THE WEATHER

THE STOCK | FORECAST Y TITNS
MARKET FOR THIS AMUSING
TRENDING? £ WEEKEND?

T noticed that eVery half hour, the Girl Scouts
rotated from 9roup to 9roup. So clurihs a
c}\ahgihs of the suard, T sow m7/ oPPor-l'uhH'y

and 1 OOK i+.
“




T knew EXACTLY where T was headed, too:
the creek.

When T was on the swim team in first srac}e,
Dad used +o Jro? me off at the +own pool every
447/. But the MINUTE ke drove away, T4

run down to the creek and catch minnows until

Prac-h'ce was over.

T4 always make sure 1 got back +o +he pool before
Dad came o \)ick me up, and T4 Jum\) in at the
last second so it looked like T'd been swimming

the whole time.
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But once, Dad came EARLY 4o watch me practice,
and T guess T 3o+ carried away ca+chih3 minNows.

So T ended up getting to the ?ool AFTER Dad,
and T 30‘!’ busted.

Toc}ay, " fisurec} T4 Jus-t take a quick breather
down b)/ the creek and then 3e+ back to work.

But -H\ir-ry seconds after T 3o+ -Hwere, T heard
50me{>oc}7/ crashihs +)nr003\'\ the bushes.

T+ 4urns out Frew had seen me take off from the
\)Iaysrouhd, and he FOLLOWED me.
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Frew said he couldnt handle all +he pestering from
+he grown-ups a second lohser, and when he saw

me leave he -H\ous}ﬁ T Kad the ris\ﬁ idea.

While we were +a|kih3 , we heard $ome+\-\ih3 BIG
comihs our way. T ‘ﬂ\ous‘ﬁ' it misH’ be o BEAR,
but T was Pre-Hy shocked o see that i+ was one
of the commuhi+7/ service suys.




Th fact, T KNEW +his 307/. His name was Bi"y
Ro+her, and he used to }mhg out in our basement

when Rodrick’s band Prac-h'ced.

A month or so ag0, T heard Rodrick +e||ih3 one
of his friends that Bi“y got cau\g‘-\‘l' s+ea|ih3 a Pack

of sour 3umm7/ worms at ‘H\e convehience store.

SORRY WE'RE
CLOSED

N\

\L

T really wash+ )(\a?\)y +his avy had followed me
to my Hdihﬁ spot. T +old Bill)/ he should g0
back to +he Park before he 30+ us ALL in trouble.
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But Bi||7/ said he was makihs a run for it and
was NEVER 3oih3 back +o commuhi+7/ service.

Then Bi“y started blubberihs about how when he
was little his mom bousH' a \)ack of sour gummy
worms for him and his brother to share ; but his
brother wouldnt give him a sihsle worm and ate

the whole \Dack.

Billy said the ohly reason he stole from the
convenience store was so he could finally have a

\Do\ck of sour summy worms all +o HIMSELF.

1



T was getting really uncomfortable |is+ehih3 to
+his 3u7/ 9o oh and on, and T was \-\oPihs Frew

would ‘wel\a me talk some sense into him.
But then Frew started with a sPeec\-\ of his OWN.

Frew started +a|kih3 about how his Vareh-rs make
him get vp at 5:00 in the morhing Six Jo?/s a week
o s+ucl>/ for +he seosra\)hy {)ee, and how he's
hever gotten o ?lay laser +ag because his parents

sa7/ its a waste of time.

This was all getting to be a little much for me, and
T decided T'd rather be rakihg leaves than |is+ehih3
o +)nese 30715 +ell ‘I’}\eir sob stories.
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So T started ‘-\eadihs back o the ?ld?/srouhcl.
But all of a sudden that Brownie aP?eared out of
nowhere and TOTALLY co\us\w-l' me off suard.

M7/ instincts kicked in and T RAN. Frew and
Bill)/ saw me take off, and +\we7/ were ri3¥\+ oh
my heels.

But the Brownie was carryihs a WHISTLE, and
the next ﬂ-\ihs T knew, the whole Girl Scout
+r00\> was in hot \DursuH.

T started 4o run FASTER when T realized
me and Frew mis}ﬁ' se‘!' in serious trouble for
harboring a fugitive.
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T didnt krow if the Girl Scouts o\c+ua||7 had
+he au+)non'+7 t+o ARREST anyone, but T wasn+
gonha stick around to find out.

For all T knew, that was someﬂwihs -H\ey needed
to do to earn one of their badses.

Once the chase was on, Bi“)/ took the lead, and
me and Frew Just followed HIM. T+ was Pre‘Hy
obvious ‘we’c{ \mcl ex\)eriehce wH'\\ 'ﬂ\is kind of ﬂ\ihg 3

because \-\e seemed to know w)na+ \-\e was Joihs.
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After a while we were able to put some distance
between ourselves and the Girl Scouts, and we
could ’Darely hear the whistle. So we s+o?\>ed for

a minute to cateh our breath.

GASP
GASP /75

Bi“)/ said we were gonna need our ehersy +o s-hay

ahead of the Girl Scouts.
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Then he took out a few rolls of Thin Mints that

were tucked awa?/ in his Jum\)suH and sP|i+ +hem up
between us.

T just gohna assume he PAID {or those cookies,
because if he DIDN'T, T don+ wanna know.

After we fueled up oh cookies, Billy said we
should all ditch our CLOTHES, because if ‘H'\e)/
used DOGS 4o track us, we could throw them
off our rail.
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Then it dawned on me that if this avy couldnt
get away with s+ea|ih3 a Pack of sour 3umm7/
worms, he was Vrobably the LAST person T
should be +akih3 this kind of advice from.

T realized T'd made a HUGE mistake and started
|oo’<ih3 for a wo?/ out of the situation. So T +old
+he guys we should s‘>|i+ up, sa?/iha i+ we DID,
wed be harder 4o catch.

But Frew said we should stick TOGETHER.

He said we could travel around the couh+r7/ and
have cra7_7/ aJVeh-l'ures, and maybe even Joih +he

circus somewhere o\lohs +he way.
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Bi“?/ seemed to like +hat idea, too. ﬂeh the two
of ‘H-\em started ar3u5h3 over who s\'\ould Se‘l' +)ne
mohey for +\~\e moVie ria‘w-i's to our s+or7/ f we ever

3 W st M YT
N 7~
o

T decided +o use +he OP\Dor+uhi+7/ +o +r7/ and slip

’Decarne ‘FdMOUS.

away. But when T turned to leave, a group of
Vahs a\a\)eared out of NOWHERE.

o
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Mom was in the lead van, and the Girl Scouts were

in the vehicles ris\'rf behind her.

RUMBLE

/ﬂxere was a second 'H\ere w‘\eh I ‘H’\ous}\'i' Frew
mi\g*ﬁ +r7/ to make a |as+-di+c}\ a‘H'emP'f ‘o escape.
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But after all his J():'3 talk about life on the run ; he
+o+o\||7/ fell +o pieces.

T ﬂ'\ous"ﬁ' Mom would be red||7/ mad, but she
seemed RELIEVED. She wanted to know what T

was ﬂ\ihkihs, ruhhing away like that.

T 'ﬁsured Bill)/ was going down no matter WHAT.
And there was no use in all THREE of us getting
in trovble. So T Pihhec} the whole -Hwihs on HIM.




T guess T feel a little bad. But to be fair, s+ea|ih3
the Thin Mints was HIS idea.

T don* know how much commuhi+7/ service ﬂ\ey’re
gonha tack on o Bi"/s sentence. But 57/ the time
he's DONE, T Vlah to be a‘l"l'ehclihs a collese
\\al-fwo?/ across the couh+r7/.
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The craziest ‘H\ihﬁ of all was the way Mom found
us in the FIRST ?lace.

When she got that GPS cHP for the PIG, she
30‘!‘ one for ME , too. So T Ve been walkihg around

with one of those +\\ihss attached to my shoelace
for ﬂ\e PaS‘l' two moh‘l"ws wi+\\ou+ even khowihs it.
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And when T Jisa‘)‘)eare& from +he ‘)ark , Mom
used her PHONE +o fiaure out where T was.

Now's not the time +o com‘)|aih about Mom {)eihs
oVer‘)ro+ec+iVe, ‘H\ous\'\. Because if she hadnt come
+o m7/ rescue, T mis}\-l"\le ended up n a -l'raVelihS
circus with Frew and Billy.

But still, so much for Mom going “electronics-free.”
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T Dad was on my case BEFORE, he’s a hundred
+imes worse NOW.

Af-i'er +he town ‘)ark incident last weekehcl, it's
pretty obvious he thinks T cant be +rusted.

And whenever he's home, he likes to have me and
Grahd\)a in the same room so he can kee\: an e7/e

on BOTH of us.

T wish T never knew about the webcam, ﬂ\oush,
because it's 30‘!’ me really Pardhoid. T}\ere could
o\c+ua||7 be MULTIPLE cameras in the house.

T Pre-H?/ sure there’s one in Mahhy’s stuffed

duck, because its eyes seem to follow me.
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T£ 4+here’s NOT a camera in there ) then Tve
been makiha a ‘)re‘H'?/ {353 fool out of myseh[ +he
\)dS‘l’ few Jays.

Lucki|7' , Mom took Dad to the airport to go

on a business ‘h’i\) ‘H\is mot’hihg , and I know \'\e
cant monitor me the whole +ime he's away. SHill,
TVve been extra careful not to screw up, Jus-l' n
case he's got one of those webcams r‘ecorclihs to a

\wrd driVe somew}\ere.

ﬂwis morhih3 w‘weh 1 was {)rus)nihs my teeth ) I
made sure o \)u-f +he +oo+\w‘>as+e cap back on the
tube the way Dad o\lwa?/s tells me.

But "7 fihsers were sliP\)ery, and T Jro?\)ed +he
cap n -H-\e sink.
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T+ bounced around a few times ; then it went
ria*ﬁ down the drain.

T knew that the SECOND Dad 30‘!‘ home from

his ‘h"i‘) he'd go Yo +he u‘)s+du'r‘s bathroom +o make
sure the cap was oh +he +oo+¥\\>as+e. So T had 4o
get it BACK.

The first ‘I'Hhs T did was +r7/ and fish the cap
out of the drain with a cotton swab. But all T
mahaaec} +o Pull Up was a bunch of hair and

other suhk.
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Ahd now that I know wha‘l"s n Peoﬂe’s sihks, I

gudrantee you T'll never be a ?lumber.

T -ﬁsured T Probably Pus)neci +he +oo+¥w\>as+e cap
even FARTHER down the drain with that cotton
swab , SO T o?ehed the cabinet under the sink to
see if T could fisure out where i+ ended up.

P

T knew Dad had a bunch of Jo-H‘-yourseh[ books
on \)lumbihs in the basement, and T fiaureci

+)nere’d be some s+e\>-{>>/-s+e\> instructions to s\wow
exac+|7/ }\ow to fix ‘H\ES sort of ‘H’\ihs.

T couldnt make heads or +ails of the cliasrams
in the book, so T +ook m7/ best shot at it.
There was a \)lauS‘h'c tube underneath the sink,
and T figurec} +he +oo+)n\>as+e cap must be

SOmew\-\ere ihsicle.
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So T loosened the nut +hat held the tube +o the
me+tal pipe, and the tube came out \Dre++7/ eqsily.

I guess I was Su??osed to turn off a valve or
some-ﬂ-\ihs, +\\ou3¥\, because the next -H-\ihs T
knew, water was s‘)rayiha out all over the Place.

T+ took me a minute to -fisure out how +o shut
off +he valve, and {)7/ the time T did, there was a
}wse ?U(Hh" on ﬂ\e floor.
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T soaked up as much water as T could with the
towels that were in the bathroom. Then T ran
down ‘I'he stairs ‘o 3e+ some more out of +}\e

|duh&t‘7/ room.

But when T got down to the kitchen, T realized
T Kad o BIGGER Problem.

'll.ll!'ll Ui

T +old Grahd\:a where the water was coming
from, but \-\e didnt seem too concerned. He said
+he oh|7/ REAL &amase would be a water stain on
the kitchen ceilihs.

T slad Grahd\)a -I'%ous\vl' it was ho 553 deal,
but T'm sure Dad would see the situation
DIFFERENTLY.
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T besseci Grahd\)a to }\e|\> me out of this mess,
and he told me he would. Grnhd‘m said theres a
S\Decial kind of paint that covers vp water stains,
and he'd +ake me +o the hardware store +o get it

That sounded GREAT. He Srabbed Dad’s keys
and we 3o+ in the car. But when we backed out of
+he JrEVeway, Grahc}\)a cli\)‘)ed a trash can.

T wasnt oo cohcerhed, but when we hit a

heis)nbor’s MAILBOX, T started to get worried.

T realized T couldn remember the last +ime T was
in a car with Gro\hcl\)o\ at the wheel. And all of a
sudden i+ hit me: Last year, Grahd\)a failed his
driver’s test, so ﬂ\e}/ +ook away his LICENSE.
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He hasn+ been allowed to drive since.

T was rea||7/ nervous, so 1 told Grnhcl?a mo\y{)e
we s‘would g0 back "\ome. But now ‘H’\d‘l’ ‘we was on
+he open roacl, there was no -I'urhihs back.

@p -
pes 1

Wﬁo o§~<:a

B}/ +)ne +ime we 30+ out of our heishbor}\ood, \'\e
seemed to be se-H'ihs -l'\-\e \whs of i+. But I was
sill ‘)re-Hy worried when we got on +he ramp for

+he Hshwa?/.

Luckily , there werent a lot of \Deo‘ﬂe clrivihs at
+hat time of Ja?/, and the hardware store was

oh|7/ a few miles away.
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The weird ‘H\ihs was, all of the sighs o\loha +he
side of the road were facihs +he wrohg way, which

was rea||7/ cohfusihs.

When T saw two cars comih3 +oward us, T
realized that somehow Grahdva had taken
the EXIT ramp instead of the ENTRANCE
ramp, and we were headed in the WRONG
DIRECTION.
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Grahc{?a slammed on the brakes, and the

car did a 180 before coming to a stop in +he
breakdown lane. T+s a MIRACLE we didnt
get hit, and our near-death experience really

shook both of us up.

Su&ciehly a water stain on the kitchen ceiling
didn® seem like such a 553 deal anymore. Me and
Grahd\)a o\sreed we should Just go back home and
call i+ a Ja?/.

At least NOW we were headed in the r@ﬁ
direction. But wheh Grahc}?a PU+ -Hwe car in driVe,

it rolled a few feet, then conked out.
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At first T ‘Hwous}rl' $ome+}\ih3 mus+Ve }\a?‘)ehed
to the car when Grqhd‘)o\ slammed on the brakes,
but when T looked at +the dashboard, T realized
we were out of GAS.

\\\\|/’//

Rodrick used the car last hig}ﬁ' when he went to
work ) and of COURSE }\e didnt refuel it.

Grahd\)a Saw a sish akeac} ﬂm‘l‘ said -l'}\ere was a
service station a mile up the road, and he told me
he was gonna walk there and ’on'hs back a can of

9as so we could get home.

T wanted to 90 WITH him, but he said T
should s+o\7 in the car so it didn+ get +owed by
+he Hs}\way Je\)o\r'i'meh‘t T didnt feel great
about the whole idea ) bt T fiaured it was the
oh|7/ c‘-\oice I }mcl.
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Grahd\)a headed off on 1[oo+, and T waited for
what mustve been an HOUR. T was s+ar-h'h3 to
get a little worried, and then T looked up ot +he

rearview mirror ahd saw Some‘\'\wihs n ‘l‘ke c}is+o\hce.

A group of ?eo?|e were wa|kih3 toward the car
along the side of the road. At first T was
excited, becavse T -H\ous\ﬁ -H-\e)/ mia\ﬁ be able o
HELP. But when T saw their orange Jum\)SuH‘S,
T FROZE.

T+ was the commuhi+7/ service 9ang, and ‘H\e)f

were comiha m7/ wa7/.

When ﬂ\e)/ got closer, T saw that one of +hem
was tha+t 3u7/ BILLY. T ‘H\oush‘i' about makihs
a run for it, but T didnt want o take m7/
chances out in the open.
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T did +he oh|7/ other -H-\ihg T could think o-F,
which was to lock the doors and HIDE. There
arent a whole lot of Soocl Hclihs Places n a CAR,
‘H\ous\-\, so the best T could do was get down
underneath the dashboard and s+o\7/ rea||7/ still.

Then T held my breath and Pro?/ed. T+ +ook
FOREVER for those 3u7/s to 3e+ +o the car ,
and when 'H\e)/ f.‘hally DID, Hwe)/ decided it was a
3003 Plo\ce +o +ake their lunch break.
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EVeh‘l'ua“)/ -H\e community service crew fu’hished
eating and moved on. But -H\ey lef+ a }wse mess,
which Jus+ goes +o show , -I'}\e)/ weren+ +akih3
+heir \'\iﬁ}\way cleahuv duties 4oo serious|7'.
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Once T was sure +¥\e7/ were gonhe, T got back up.
But BOTH of m7/ |ess had fallen o\slee? from beihs
n suc\-\ an awkward \)osi'h'oh for -l')nad' |oh3, so ]:

W
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3ra{>{>ed the handle on the center console +o \)ull
m7/se|1[ up.

But the handle MOVED, and when it did, so did
the CAR.
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T Kad accideh-l'all)/ shifted the car into
NEUTRAL, and i+ started +o roll FORWARD.

P\O L | = v\ou}?
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ﬂ\e car was \Dickihs up S\Deecl, so T s+e\>\>ed on
the brake. But i+ locked up, and the car Jus+
ke?‘f going. T was afraid T was gonha roll out
into traffic and get hit.

I.w.

Then T saw GRANDPA wa”(ihs toward me in the
breakdown lane, and T PANICKED.
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T Jerked +he steering wheel lef+ and Just
BARELY missed Grahcl\)a. The Pro{>|em was, the
car rolled n’s\ﬁ' into a DITCH. And +hat's where
it s+a7/ec1 until Mom came two hours later with the
Towing com\)o\hy.

T£ T Kad to do it all over again, T would ve Just
lef+ that +oo+h\>as+e cap in +he drain.

ML“J&)’.
T BEGGED Mom not to +ell Dad what }‘\d\)\)ehec}
to the car when he 30'1' home.
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But she said since the fender was all bahsed Up,
he'd find out ANYWAY.

T realized my ohl7/ option was to get out of +own.
Ahd I ‘l’}mu&\ﬁ of ‘H‘\e PERFECT Wd?/ to do it.

The class trip o Hardscrabble Farms starts +oda7/
and goes for a whole WEEK. T fisure {>7/ +he
time T get BACK, Dad will have cooled down, at
least a li+te.

So T +old Mom T cho\hseci m7/ mind about +he
trip, and she was all excited.

She called the school +o make sure T could still
90, and |uckil7/ there were a hand{ful of spaces lef+
in the cabins.
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T went ‘I’"\rousi-\ m7/ book {Jaa and found the
Packihs list+ ﬂ\e)/ sent home last month +o check
what T needed 4o brihs.

Hardscrabble Farms
Supply List

y—————\

3

Bug spray Jeans
Hiking boots Plastic bag
Raincoat Sunscreen
Canteen Toiletries
Day pack Wool socks

NO electronic devices
NO junk food

T+ was oo late to go out and s\wo? for all +that
stuff. Lucka'l)/, Mom found Rodrick’s duffel {)as n
+he 9arage, which he had never uh?acked from
when HE wen+t on +he trip o few years ago.

Thside were some Hkihs boo+s, a raincoat, a
canteen, {)us s?ray, and a bunch of other -I'}\ihss
on the list, which was great.
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But the bas REEKED because there was a half-
eaten ham sandwich in +)nere, which had 50me+}\ih3
srowihe out of it.

T was a little worried about the food situation

at camp, and T was +eM\>+eJ to +r7/ and sneak

a few cahci)/ bars in. But T wasnt sure what +he
\DehaH')/ was if you got CAUGHT, so T decided o
Jus+ hide them in my sock drawer so hobody would
eat them while T was gone.

T wasnt wi||ih3 to +ake any risks when it came o
m7/ COMFORT , ‘H\ous\\.

T stuffed three whole containers of Freshies into
Rodrick’s bas, even -ﬂ-\ous‘-\ that meant T couldnt
£+ +}we rancoat.
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I buried +\\e Freshies at the bottom of +)ne {)as
becavse T didn+ want Mom to know T was +akih3
+hem. Mom sa7/s baby wi\Des are ‘oo ex?ehsiVe for

everyone ‘o use on a resular basis and -H-\e)/’re

reserved for MANNY.

See, this is the main reason T want to be rich

when T'm older. When T have a ton of money, T
can {)uy as mahy baby wi\)es as I WANT.
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But until T have mohey of my owh, T'Il Kave to
kee\: raidihs Mahhy’s squy.

l V/
Orﬁh
] :
ISR
L

When T was Jus-f about ready to leave for the
+ri\>, Grahd‘;a gave me a book he said mis}vl' come

in )nahdy.

BAIE

Grahcl\)a said the book be|oh3ecl to him as a kid,
and he gave it to Dad when HE was my age. Now
he wanted ME to have it.
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T+ looked a little outdated 4o me, but T didnt
want to hurt Grahd‘)o\’s feelihss. So T +old him T4
take it with me and read i+ the first chance T 30+.

The
-
é:fgsenhal \\\\

’ﬂ\ere was JUST ehous)n room to fit it in m7/
bas ) and 1 fisured ‘I'}\e more stuff \)ilec} on +0\> of
+he Fres\wies, the better.

\/\n\eh Mom Jro‘)‘)eJ me off at $choo| ‘H\is morhihs ,
‘H\oug}\, T realized T was SERIOUSLY uhPrePareJ

for this ‘h’i\).
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EVeryboc}Y else had a TON of gear, and T fel+
like T had uhder\)acked.

After all our stuff was loaded onto the bus, the
baes +ook vp at least half the space.

/ﬂwd' meant we had to double up oh seats, which
made the ride to Hardscrabble Farms feel a LOT

longer than it should ve.
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When we fiho\H)/ got there and drove ﬂwrous)n
the main entrance, T was Pre'H7/ relieved. But
the last stretch was BRUTAL because i+ was a
dirt road.

' J)\/HI\R[ISCRI\BBLE
; FARMS
- Old-fashioned

v lu f(

i B\)MP e e B .

When we 30+ off the bus, a group of kids
from another school was Just leavihs. And -l'\wey
looked like +)ne7/ couldn+ be getting out of there
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A kid in the back was ‘-\olclihs a handwritten siah
that didnt make dh7/ sense to me.

BEWARE b\

Q,) A

A couP|e of my classmates seemed ?re-H'y freaked
out when +\\e7/ saw i+. A boy s+ahdih3 hext to
me said his older brother went to Hardscrabble
Farms a few years back and 4old him all about
Silas Scratch.

A\)Pareh+l7/ this Silas Scratch guy was a farmer
who lived at Hardscrabble Farms a |oh3 time ago,
but then the couh+7/ came in and kicked him off
his land.
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Another kid chimed in and said HE Keard Silas
Scratch went o live in the forest, where he

survived b)/ eating s|035 and berries. Then Melinda
HehSOh said she heard he went CRAZY and grew
"\is {ihserhdﬂs rea”y |oh3.

See, T couldVve done without the part about the
|oh3 fihserhails, because that sort of ‘H-\ihs really

gives me the willies.
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One of our c)na\)erohes, Mr. Healey, said that
when HIS class went to Hardscrabble Farms, a kid
named Frankie came across Silas Scratch’s shack in
‘H\e woods. Ahd after Frankie saw i+, ‘-\e was hever

+\~se same.

Ah)/ohe who hadnt heard of Silas Scratch
BEFORE knew about him NOW, because the

s+or7/ sPreacl like wildfire.
77 R

T found the whole Silas Scratch ‘I'Hhs Jis-tur{)ihs.
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T GUARANTEE 7/ou ) f ahyohe told me +here

was a deraheecl farmer Prowh'ha +he 3rouhcls of

Hardscrabble Farms, T wouldve Just s+a7'ed home
and taken m7' chances with DAD.

After we were done uh|oo\dih3 the bus, we
broua‘ﬁ our stuff down +o the main loclse,
which was a giant log cabin with a bunch of long
+ables inside.

The person in c\mrae was Mrs. Graziano, and once
eVeryohe sat down, she gave a sPeec% about the
camp rules. There were a BUNCH of them, but
the one she said was most Em\)or-i'ah‘l' was that boys

and 3ir|s arent allowed to Vvisit each other’s cabins

for any reason.
4




Mrs. Graziano said +his was her nineteenth year
comihs ‘o Hardscrabble Farms ) dhc} S"\e wa$h,+
gonha Pu-l' up with ah7/ hohsense from ahybody.
ﬂweh she had the c\wo\\)erohes 90 ‘H\rous\w
eVeryohe’s bass +o make sure hobo&y was +ryih3
+o sneak in o\hy Juhk food or electronics.

A few kids 30‘!’ busted wiﬂ'\ stoff in -I'}xeir bdss.
Mike Barrows had a \Douhd of Swedish Fish in his
{Mck\)dck ) and Duane Hissihs 30"’ caus\’rl' +r7/ih3
to 5mu33|e ih a giant c‘xocolai’e-c\wi‘) cookie.
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T was really slad Td lef+ +hose cah&y bars back
home, but T was a little worried the c}xa‘)erohes
mis\-\-f confiscate my {)aby wipes. Once Mr. Jones
caus)n-f a whiff of m7/ bas, ‘H’\ous)n, he didnt 90
Jissihs ahy further.

After that we had lunch, which was hot cioss,
baked beahs, and stuffed peppers. /ﬂxere weren+
ahy other choices, so if you didnt like ah7/ of
+hose ‘H-\ihss, you were out of luck.

When lunch was over, the chaverohes told us o
scrape our leftovers into a Siah-f P°+'
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T Kadnt touched m7/ stuffed pepper, so T Jum\)ed
+he whole ‘H-\ihs.

fo\>°E

T asked Mr. Hea|e7/ w‘wy we put our lef+overs
nto a V°+ instead of the +rash can. He said at
Hardscrabble Farms no food goes to waste, and
eVery-H-\ihs we didnt eat for THIS meal is P°+
into a stew for the NEXT one.

He said it was the same wa7/ when he came 4o +his
camp as a kid, and ‘I‘}we)/ still used the exact same
‘)o+. ﬂmﬁ means there could be leftovers from
thirty YEARS ago in that thing.

After lunch Mrs. Graziano and the female
cha?erohes +ook the Sirls to the other side of
camp o g0 ‘o +}\eir cabins.
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Mom had ac+uo\||7/ wanted to Volunteer as a
c\-\a\)erohe last-minute, but she wasnt comfortable
|eavih3 Mahhy with Rodrick and Grahd\)a. That
kind of stinks, ‘H\ouah , because she couldve fed

ineside information from the sirls’ side of camp.

YOU DON'T STAND A \ ___
CHANCE WITH LAUREN,
BUT CHLOE THINKS YOU J THANKS,
HAVE A CUTE BUTT! /\  ™MOM!

C ~
N -
, ..' \.
N v ~
—~

Us guys s+a7ec} back in the cafeteria to get our
cabin assighments. Most of the groups were kids who

}mhs out +ose+\~\er at sc}woo|, but each cabin seemed
to have ONE kid who didnt belohs.




ﬂ\e sc%oo| must }m\/e decided o s‘)read +¥\e
troublemakers out so there wouldnt be more

+han one in any cabin.

The oh|7/ group that had MORE +han one
troublemaker was Mr. Nuzzi's group. But Mr.

Nouzzi works as a PriSOh suarJ, so I guess +)ne>/
fisurec} "\e cou|cl \-\qhdle it.

Since T re3i5+ered late, T got put with the
9roup of LEFTOVERS ) w\wic"\ included Row|e7/.




T was slad T got assished +o the same cabin as
Row|e7/, but T wasn+ \m‘;?y his FATHER was the
c\\a\)erohe. Mr. Jefferson has never rea||7/ been a
big fan of mine, and T wasnt |ookih3 forward +o
beihs cooPeJ up with him for a whole WEEK.

l"l' was Pre++7/ clear whoeVer ho\d our cabin last
didnt boﬂ\er c|eahih3 up after +¥\emse|Ves.

One kid in my 9roup, Julian Trimble, seemed +o be
+akih9 the situation Pre+-l7 hard, because his |i\>

started to quiver as soon as we walked in the door.

T was kind of surPrised Julian decided 4o come
on ‘l')nis -I'ri\), because I’m Suessihs ‘we’s never been

awa?/ from \\is ?areh-l's oVerhis‘w-l'
before.
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Julian was always the kid who made a bis scene
every morhing Jurihs JroP-off +ime at school.
Once, in second srade , he had such a strong grip
on his mom that the vice Prihci\)al had 4o come
down o \Deel +hem apart.

| |

OWN, but when T remembered +he scene at the
SC)nool ‘H\is morhiha, I started o wonder if )nis

mom ac+uo\||7 tricked him into it.
Foy




EVeryboc}Y started \)ickihs out their bunks ’ and
that's when T found out w\\y eVeryohe had such
{)is {)dss.

/

T had JuS‘l' assumed the becHihs would be taken
care of, bt T guess that was too much o ‘"\oPe
for at a \)lace like +his.

The closes+ -H-\ihs T Kad o a ?illow was my hoodie,
which already smelled like Rodrick’s ham sandwich.

T+ was hard fihdihs a mattress without ahy
weird stains on it. T Pickecl a +0\> bunk because
T couldnt risk beihs underneath Julian in case he
we+ the bed.
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Uhfor+uha+e|7/, Mr. Jefferson slid into the spot
"'.3“"' UNDERNEATH me , SO how Row|e7/’$ dad

was m7/ bunkmate.

Aw['l'er we finished uhvackihs our s-hn[f, we went
down o ‘l'\'\e activities area to do some ‘team-

bu;ld;ns“ exercises.

The first +)nih3 we did was a “trust fall,” where
ohe vy would fall backward and eVeryohe else was
SUPPoseJ to catch him. T guess +he ‘)oih+ was to

s\'\ow \'\ow our teammates )nowe our backs.

But Jordan Lahke7 did his fall while the rest of

us were still workihs out where to stand.
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Mr. Jefferson showed us how to form two lines
net {)7/
Srabbihg each other’s wrists. So when J'effrey

facihs each other and then make a °

Swanson 90‘\' up oh +he ?ldd'form , we '1'}\003}\‘!’ we

were ready for Hm.




But Je”rey IS a bis ’007/, and his weish'r made
Row|e7f and Gareth Grimes co||a‘>se and smash
into each other.

Gareth was missihs one of his front +ee+\~s, and
eVeryohe got down on +heir hands and knees +o
look for i+. Then Emilio Mendoza found the +ooth
in Rowley’s FOREHEAD.

Mr. Jefferson told Emilio to run down and get
the nurse, who brous)n-l' Gareth a JamP washcloth
to stop +he Heeclihs.
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But s)ne couldn+ PU" +he +oo+¥s out of Rowley,s
forehead, because it was rea||7/ |oc13ecl in there.

Mr. Jefferson called his wife +o come \)ick Rowh’?f
up and take him to get it checked out. T dont
know if she ended up going +o & doctor or a
deh‘h's+, because T have no idea what 7/ou even do
for +hat sort of +)nih3.

So Mr. Jefferson was stuck c‘wa\)erohihs a bunch
of kids who werent HIS. He had us do all these
exercises that were su?Posec} +o teach us how o
work +03e+\-\er as a team, but all +\~\e7/ really did
was show us how BAD we were at it.

We did one ac+ivi+7/ called the “bucket brisacle .
where we had o make a re|o\7/ line to brihs water
from the river all the way +o our cabin.
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ﬂwe first 307/ 'Fi”ecl up }\is bucket dhd ‘H’\eh Poureci
it in the next 3u7’s bucket, and so on.

A !L\\\\[! 'lr\ |

But we sPillec} so much water along +he way +hat
by the time we 3o+ +o +he cabin . there was almos+
ho-ﬂwihs lef+ to put in +he metal tub we were
svm:ose& +o fill.

We realized if we were ever gonha -fihis\'\ -I'he
ac+ivi+7/, we needed to find a better way +o fill
+he +ub. So we wrung out our swea-l')/ clothes.
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Aw['l'er 'Hw-f we did an ac+ivi+7/ w‘xere we }wd Yo tie
our wrists +03e+\-\er wH')n scarves o\hc} g0 +\wrou3)n an
obstacle course made of ropes. But when it came to

‘)}\ysical activities, our group was \)re++7/ \\o‘)eless.
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After the ropes course, we couldnt untie the
scarves because wed knotted them oo ‘h's}ﬁ'. Ahd
THAT wasn+ sood, because ’ﬁmoﬂ\y Ames needed
+o use the bathroom in the cabin.
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By the end of the do?/ eVeryohe was +o+a||7/ worhn
out, and T was rea||7/ glad when Mr. Jefferson

told us it was time for dinner.

The meal was chicken patties, corn on the cob,
and stew. I Passed on +\~se stew, and I was
reo\lly 3|ac} T did when T saw Jordan ?““ an
entire +aco shell out of his bowl. Who KNOWS

what 7/ear +hat +\\ih3 was from.
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After dinner we went back to +he cabin. Mr.
Jefferson said that since we had been in the
woods , we needed to check one another for ticks.

Each person was respohsi{ﬂe for Nis bunkmate,

which meant T had Mr. Jefferson.

But Mr. Jefferson’s 30+ a lot of \mir, and T
washt gonna go ?okihs +)nrou3\'\ it. For oll T
knew, there could be a whole COLONY of +icks

living in there.

EVerybody’s alwa?/s sayiha how great the outdoors
are, but theres all SORTS of creevy-cro\wlies you

need to worry about.
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T used o Pld)' in the woods all the TIME, until

T swallowed a live s?ider.

AR

SQUmQUlR

But in a \)|ace like Hardscrabble Farms, there are
Just as mahy buss INSIDE as OUTSIDE. Some
sort of beetle burrowed into a kid's ear at Jihher,
and he had +o g0 +o the hurse’s station o have

it r‘emoVed.

DUDE, T THINK
SOMETHING

S
Rl C»(«HAAA@
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154



Jordan found a tick on the back of Julian's heck,
and eVerybody freaked out about i+. But Mr.
Jefferson said Julian would be fine, and he +ook
him down 1o the nurse.

The second Mr. Jefferson and Julian left, +he
rest of the quys in my cabin went +o+o\||7/ NUTS.

T s+a7/ecl out of eVeryboc}y’s wa?/ becavse T didnt
wanha be the fifth person from m7/ group to 3e+
seen {>7/ the nurse on the first clay.

B7/ the time Mr. Jefferson 30‘!’ {)ack, the cabin
was a wreck and everyone was FILTHY.
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Tm quessing ho{)ocly has ever cleaned the floors in
+his \>|ace, because when the guys were done ro||ih3

around ) -H-\e)/ were covered in dirt and }wc\ir.

-—-"'1

As a \)uhis‘\meh‘l' for +ras}nih3 +he cabin, Mr.
Jefferson made us go to bed EARLY, and he
|um\>ed me in with everyone else even -H\ous}\ 1
diclh’-l' DO ahyﬂxihs. Ahcl +\m+’s }now we ehclecl
up going to bed while i+ was still |a'3¥\+ out on
the first night.

T&dgy_
Mr. Jefferson woke eVery{)on up at the crack

of dawn and said we all needed to take showers

before break{fast.
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ﬂwﬁ’s when it occurred to me that there wasnt

ac+ua||)/ a shower in our bathroom. The shower was

on the OUTSIDE of the cabin, and the water
was in the metal tub we filled up in the bucket
bn’ao\de 7/es+ercla7/.

T seemed to be the ohly one who remembered what
was IN that tub, because everyone else got in line
to take their turn.

Not oh|7/ was the water UNSANITARY, bu+t
aﬂ)arehﬂy it was COLD, +oo.

SEERE N
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T came PREPARED, ‘l'}\ous}\. T &ewfihi‘l'el)/
washt gohha be +akih3 ahy outdoor showers on

this trip, but T could still kee\) myself CLEAN.

g .'; i Y
Breakfast wasnt a whole lot better than our first
two meals, but at least +\\e7/ weren+ servih3 +he

STEW. The \)o\hcakes were hard as ROCKS,
ﬂ\oug}\, and -I'\-\e)/’cl break 7/our -l'eeﬂ\ i 7/ou tried
to bite +\-\rou3)n ohe.

=

v
CLONk CLANK CLACK

E milio snuck a Pahcake into Nis \Docke‘t so he could
mail i+ )nome ‘o Hs mom and s}xow )ner )now bad -H-\e
food was at camp.
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Af‘l'er we cleaned up from breakfast , Mrs. Graziano
told us the ‘)|ah for +he da?/.

She said we were gonha do the same pes of
c"\ores done {>7' kids Srowihs up on farms like ‘I'\'\is

a |oh3 +ime ago.

Mrs. Graziano said that in the old Ja?/s, kids
worked from the time ‘Hwe)/ got up in the morhing
until the sun went down. And ﬂ\ey had 4o start
workihs as sooh as ‘H\e)/ were old ehoush to )nelP
their families out.

Which is Just ANOTHER reason T'm 3|o\c} T

wasnt alive back +hen.
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My group started off in the barn, and our Job

was to move bales of }m from one end of 'H-\e

buildihs to the other. T4 was SERIOUSLY
\war&, and 1: "\aVe a lot of resved for kids who
had to do that kind of work eVery Jay.

When we were FINISHED, eVerybocly felt a )nuse

sense of dccomP|iS)nmeh+.




As we were |eavih3 +o move on to the next station ;

Mr. Nuzzis group came into the barn. He told his
+eam their Job was to move the }my bales +o +he
other side, which was where ‘H-\e)/ were to BEGIN
with. So dont even ask me w\wy we went o all
+hat rouble.

See, you shouldnt DO that kind of stuff 4o a
kid. When T was in first Sracle, my teacher +old
me she was sehéihs me oh a  secret missioh," and

she gave me a note to deliver to another teacher
down the hall.
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Ahd eVery Ja?/ after +¥\a+, m7/ +eac}-\er hth{ed me
ANOTHER note to deliver.

Well, one Jay T got curious about what was IN

+hose nhotes, and T oPeheJ ohe up. But it was
BLANK inside.

14

s

T+ 4urns ouvt Mom had +old my teacher she was
worried about my “self-esteem,  and the whole
secret-mission ﬂ\ihs was Jus+ a wa7/ +o make me
feel IMPORTANT. So if anyone wants o know
w\-\y T Kave a hard time +akih3 work serious|7/,
that's how i+ started.

Qur team spent the rest of the morhing going
ﬂ\rous}\ the other stations. We \Do\ih‘l'ecl a fence,
re\)o\irecl a stone wall, and stacked firewood outside

the main |oc}3e.
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TN +ell you, when T'm older T'm gonha buy a
farm of m7/ OWN and set Up a camp on the

ProPer-l’)/. Because Se‘H'ihS a buhc% of kids +o work
for {ree and calling i+ education is GENIUS.

After lunch, when we were ‘-\eadiha back +o our
co\bih, Gareth ‘I'ri\)\)ed over a rock S‘h'ckihs out of
+he Sroth.

When Emilio saw i+, he got reo\||7/ upset.

ﬂ\e rock ‘wad some scrapes oh it ahcl Emilio saicl
+he oh|7/ person who could Ve done THAT was
Silas Scratch.
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Je#rey said the rock was Probably Silas Scratch's
GRAVESTONE, and now we were CURSED

because we had disturbed his resting \)lace.

T +4ried +o talk some sense into these 30715. T said
that, first of all, if Silas Scratch was DEAD,
+hat was Soocl news for everyone. And second of
all, this COULDN'T be Silas Scratch’s gravestone
because he wouldve had 4o bury HIMSELF.

(F403

T never should Ve said +¥~m+, because i+ Jus+
vpset everyohe even MORE. Now all of a sudden
Silas Scratch was an UNDEAD farmer who
couldn®t be killed.
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A+ dinner, Silas Scratch's "Sra\/e" was all ahybody
could talk about.

Somebody claimed +\we7/ saw Silas Scratch in the
woods. Ah& someone ELSE said +)ne7/ saw him on
+)ne o+\~\er side of camp at -H-\e exact Same time.
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Then Albert Sahcly was +e||ih3 eVeryohe +hat

HE heard Silas Scratch had a network of tunnels
beneath the cabins, and +hat's how he's able +o

move around so quickly.
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So ‘H‘so\hks o Alber‘l' Sahdy, how kids are ‘oo
scared to use +)ne bdﬂ'\rooms at camp.

A few kids said ‘I'\-\e)/,re JUS“’ gonhha HOLD i+ until
‘H\e)/ get home. That doesnt sound smart to ME,
esPeciaHy cohsiéen’hs were oh|7/ on day TWO.

Wednesday

Toc}ay, after we finished our farm c\\ores, we had
free +ime to do whatever we wanted. T decided
T4 Jus+ take a nap, but a few of m7/ cabinmates
had other plans.

Gareth, Je#rey , and Jordan said ‘I'}\e)/ were sick
of eating STEW for dinner, so -I'he)/ were gohha
g0 down to the river and catch a FISH.
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T ‘H’\ous*\‘\' +that was the s+u‘>ides+ idea T4 ever
heard, ESPECIALLY since -H-\e)/ didnt have a

{is}wihs Vole or dh7/‘|"‘\ih3 like that.

But ‘H\e)/ were dead serious, and when -Hwe)/
headed out, T went to the cabin and climbed up
n m7/ bunk.

T+ took me a while to fall asleep, and r.'s\-,-l-
when T started to doze off, pay cabinmates burst
through the door.
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Believe it or not, those fools had dc+0d||7/ mahased
to catch a fish. ﬂwey scoo‘)e& ohe righ‘l" out of
+he river using Jeffrey’s shirt as o NET.

Ahcl how -Hm-l' -Hwey }mcl i+, -I')ne7/ didnt know
what to DO with it. What was \)reH?/ clear was
+hat no one had ah7/ intention of EATING i+.
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T told the guys if they didnt put the fish in
some water quick, it wasn+ gonha SURVIVE.

Gareth Srabbed the fish ’07 its tail and carried

it to the bcﬁ\'\room, where he ‘>u+ it in the
TOILET. Then Jordan em\>+ied his canteen inside
the bowl so +he fish had some extra water +o ﬂop

arouhci n.
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Believe it or not, those fools had dc+0d||7/ mahased
to catch a fish. ﬂwey scoo‘)e& ohe righ‘l" out of
+he river using Jeffrey’s shirt as o NET.

Ahcl how -Hm-l' -Hwey }mcl i+, -I')ne7/ didnt know
what to DO with it. What was \)reH?/ clear was
+hat no one had ah7/ intention of EATING i+.
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T told the guys if they didn put the fish in
some water quick, it wasn+ gonha SURVIVE.

Gareth Srabbed the fish ’07 its tail and carried

it to the bcﬁ\'\room, where he ‘>u+ it in the
TOILET. Then Jordan em\>+ied his canteen inside
the bowl so +he fish had some extra water +o ﬂop

arouhci n.
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/ﬂ\e fish seemed OK for the +ime {)eihs, and T
decided o go get o bucket so we could take the
fish back down to the river and let it 90-

But when T went to LEAVE , Mr. Jefferson
walked into the cabin. The other auys slammed the
{)o\‘ﬂ'\room door s‘w‘l' . and 1 tried m7' best +o ‘)|a7/

it cool.




M}/ guess was that Mr. Jefferson wouldnt be +oo
\-\aypy about a fish in the toilet, and T didnt
wanha get sent o bed ear|7/ for +he second +ime
on +this ‘I'ri\).

Mr. Jefferson asked me where everyohe ELSE was,
and T said T ‘H'\ous‘ﬁ ‘l’\'\e)/ mia"\‘f be down {)7/ +he
river. He told me that if T saw anyone, T should +ell
them to come 4o the main |oc19e for mail call.

When Mr. Jefferson left, we put the lid down on
+he toilet 4o make sure the fish didnt ﬂo? out
onto the ﬂoor, then we headed down to the main
|053e to join the rest of our class.

Mrs. Graziano handed out mail o all +he kids who
got SOme‘l')nihs delivered from home. Mom sent me
a letter, and T'll admit T got a little choked up
reading i+.
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B By,
wg,mib&?omwmwfjl,.'
Cam't mtwnw@?mm
Bock Jome.. Fope o
P e =
NU?Q+A;AMA,

Mom,

T got a letter from Rodrick, too, but T didnt
like HIS as much as Moms.

Deaf‘ Gf‘esJ
1 found 7our* Canch

bqrs. Her‘e, 7/ou Can
smel| +he wrappers,
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T didnt get a letter from Dad, but T DID get
one from the PIG. T J'us+ \'\o‘)e someohe in my
famﬂ)/ wrote i+ as a Joke, because if that -I'Hhs
has somehow learned how +o write, then T dont
even know what o sa7/.

OINK
OINK
OINK

Julian got a letter from home, too. But his mom
made a HUGE mistake ’07/ seh&ihs a P\\O‘l'o o\loh3
with it.
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Julian wasnt the ONLY one who seemed homesick.
A cou‘>|e of kids didn+t get ahyﬂxihs at all, and
+\\e7/ asked some of us who DID get letters to
read +them out loud.

I MADE A BATCH OF YOUR
FAVORITE COOKIES AND
PUT THEM IN THE FRIDGE
FOR WHEN YOU GET HOME!
LOVE, MOM.

Bt
DAB
7, J DAB

A few kids got care \)ackases with fresh clothes
and stuff like +hat.

But ‘H\e {)is winher in our 9roup was Gra‘wo\m
Bertran, who got a HUGE box that was ?o\cked

with a ton of SU\)‘)“CS.
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Back at the cabin later on, we found out Graham
had mailed the box to HIMSELF before +he

trip started, and he had hidden all SORTS of
3oodies in with the cam\Dihs SU\)\)lies.

Luckﬂy, he was wi||ih3 to SHARE. T never ‘Hwoug\vl'
I’J eat Doritos out of a Hkihg boot ) but {))/ ‘H\a‘l’
Voih+ T4 qlready SiVeh up m7/ last shred of cliahi-l'y.

E milio looked out the window and saw Mr.
Jefferson coming back to the cabin, so we hid
all of Grahams stuff under a blanket.

When Mr. Jefferson entered the cabin, he walked
rish‘l' ’Dy without even ho+icih3.
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Uhfor'l'uha-rel)/, we were so focused on the snacks

+hat we forso+ all about the FISH.

T feel a little bad for Mr. Jefferson, but it was
a 3003 reminder to me that 7/ou should ALWAYS
check inside the +oilet before sitting down.

Mr. Jefferson was mad and ‘I’}\oua}vl‘ this was some
kind of Pro\ch'cal Joke.
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Ah& of course "\e +)nou3"\+ I was ‘Hwe 307/ w\"\o
came up with it.

So +ohi3\w+, while the rest of the group was
"\avihs smores and sihging sohgs {)7/ +he cam\)fire
with Mrs. Graziano, T was stuck in the cabin
with an ahsry c\m\perohe.

IR IPL ;
W\

||

Thursday

Most kids at camp were cruising rish‘r along until
7/es+erdo\7/, but after those letters from home
came, it seemed like everyone hit o WALL.

A lot of m7/ classmates are }xomesick, and +)ne7’Ve
been askihs if ‘H\e)/ can go back early. But the

c)na?erohes say +he oh|7/ way we can go home is if
there’s some sort of MEDICAL reason.
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Well, ‘H\e)/ shouldnt have put that into \)eo?Ie's

‘-\eads, because now kids are +r7lih3 o 3e+ sick
on PURPOSE.

Melinda Henson was acting really strange at
lunch. T4 turns out she ate three servings of
stew to make herself sick, which seemed a little
extreme +o ME.

But after s?eh&ihs a few )nours dowr\ at +)ne
hurse’s station with ihdises-l'ioh, Melinda was sent

back o re Joih her group.

Julian took it one step FURTHER. Mr.
Jefferson found him in the cabin c|u+c¥\ih3 his
stomach next to a half-eaten stick of deodorant.
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So that was the end of the road for Julian.

A few hours later Julian’s mother arrived +o Pick
him up. But 57/ the time +¥\e7/ drove away, he

seemed to have made a full recoVery.

A lot of {307/5 started +a|kih3 about how Julian
}\ad +)ne n's)n-r ideo\, and -H\e c}xa\)erohes co\us}\-l'
wind of it.
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’ﬂ\e next ‘H-\ihs we khew, +he c\-\a\)erohes were
going around collec+ih3 eVeryohe’s deodorant so no
one could follow in Julian’s 1[00+s+e?s.

ﬂm‘l"s bad news for OUR cabih, because wH'\-\ -H\e
wet towels and clir-ly clothes all over the ?|ace ,

and kids s‘-\owerihs wH')n sweat water, our cabin

ALREADY smells like a mohke7/ house.




ﬂwe deodorant was Probably the one ‘H’\ihs keePihS

+\\e fumes in our cabin from reqchihs toxic levels.
And if we get sick, were ALL going Kome early.

’ﬂ-m-l' mis\ﬁ be OK for eVeryohe ELSE, but it's not

all ris\ﬁ for ME. Because +}\e sooner I 9o "\ome "
the sooner T have to face DAD.

Sa-h;r&g)/_
To be honest with you, T had forso-Heh all about
Rowley until he returned o camp 7/es+erda7/ morhing.

But when he caus}ﬁ a whiff of our cabin, T'll bet
he wished he had Jusi‘ S‘I'ayed home.

Y™y
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T+ 4urns out Row|e7/ got an infection from

Gareth's +oo+\-\, and that's w‘-\y he was gone

for so long. Row|e7/ broug}rl' +he tooth WITH

him , but T'm not sure what Gareth’s SU\)Vosed to

do with it at this point.
7y

O
)

Rowley was coming back at an awkward time. WeVve

all been preparing for the last hig)n‘l' of the trip,
which we have to s‘)eh& OUTDOORS.

Tm kind of |ookih3 forward +o e because
that's ONE hish‘l' we wont have to s+a7/ in our
s+.'hk7/ cabin.

But T'm not sure my 9roup can even SURVIVE

slee‘m'hs out In ﬂ\e elements.

We're SU\DPosed to build a shelter and a fire
+omorrow his)n-l', and T have no IDEA how we're
SUPPosed to \)u“ THAT off.
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Mr. Jefferson has been +r7ih3 to teach us how o
do some basic ou+cloors7l +\\ihes, but i+ turns out
he’s Just about as useless as the REST of us.

Yes-l'erclay he was +r7/ih3 +o teach us how to build
a fire, and he broke the “no electronics” rule b)/
using his \)}\ohe +o look up how o do i+. But his
ba‘H'ery died when a couPIe of my cabinmates got
ahold of i+ o watch videos of screaming goats.

T guess Mr. Jefferson learned a LIT TLE bi+
before +he ba-Hery die&, because he 30+ a fire

going and told the rest of us to get some
kindling. Nobo&y knew what kindling WAS,

+)nou3¥\, So we brousH- back eVer7/+Hh3 we
‘l"wous}rl' mis‘“\‘l' burn.
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Rowley came back with what looked like a bunch of
WEEDS and threw them on the fire, but that

+o+a||7/ smothered it.

T+ 4urns out the stuff Rowley PU“' on the fire
was ac+ua||)/ POISON 1IVY, and this morhing he
woke up covered in S\)O“'S. Mr. Jefferson mustve
inhaled +the fumes and gotten it in his LUNGS,
because he was %o\vihs +rouble breaﬂwihs.

N
1
m
A
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The nurse called Mrs. Jefferson +o come ‘)ick them
both up, and T +hink ﬂ\e)/’re done for GOOD.

ﬂwa‘l' means m7/ 9roup is the oh|7/ ohe without a
c}\o\\)erohe. T Ve Keard Mrs. Graziano is scramblihs
to find a replacemeh'l', but no dads are willihs +o
give uvp the rest of their weekend o come out here.

This is rea|l7/ bad timing, because it sup‘)osed

to RAIN +omorrow his)n‘h and we havent even
started buildiha our shelter. T tried +o spy on a
group +hat has a bunch of Boy Scouts in it to see
i T could \Dick up ahy \Doih+ers, but those suys

weren+ willihs to give away +heir secrets.




While we were off ‘l'l")/ih& ‘o set Up our camp, Some
other 9roup raided our cabin. T guess +)ne7/ mus+Ve
heard about Grahams snacks ) because his stash
was +o+a||7/ \Dickeé clean.

The thieves also went -H-\rous\-\ MY bas and
found the baby wiPes ; which ‘H’\e)/ used up N our
{)d-ﬂ\room. ﬂ-\ey mustVe +ried +to -ﬂus}\ -H\em dowr\
the toilet, because now it was CLOGGED.

ﬂwe worst Par-t was that the toilet oVerﬂowec},
and the water ran alohs the floor in a Po\ﬂ\ from
+he bathroom o m7/ duffel bds.

EVeryﬂwihs I owhed was wet exce\ﬁ for Gro\hcl\)a’S
book, wh’c\w -H-\e -H-\ieVes }\ad tossed onto a bed.

185



T was really MAD. But when T started ﬂiﬂ)ihg
‘H\rous\'\ +he pages, T realized the auys who
raided our cabin mis‘-rl"\/e done us a \wse FAVOR.

[

The book had a +on of useless stuff in it, like a
c)na\)‘fer on how to make a workiha radio out of

household ob  jects.

e —

POTATO

—

Shortwave radio is an exciting
new hobby sweeping the
nation! But who needs all that
expensive equipment when
everything can be found in
your very own home?

Start by finding two paper clips,
one foil chewing-gum wrapper,
and a hearty potato.

Insert the paper clips into the
potato and form a “bridge”
between them with the
chewing-gum wrapper.
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But there was a lot of GOOD stuff in there, too.

ﬂ\ere was a chq\)-l'er on \'\ow to ideh-h'fy POJSOh iv7/,
which would Ve come in ‘mhdy 7'es+ercla7/. There were
c)na\:'l'ers on OTHER ou+c{oors7/ ‘H\ihss, like how
to start a fire without mﬁc%es, which was srea-l',
because Mr. Jefferson used all of ours up-

T couldnt wait +o 'h’y out some of the 4ricks and
see if -I'}xe?/ ac+uo\||7/ WORKED. T led my group
out to our cam‘)si‘fe and asked to borrow Emilios
Slasses, and T focused a beam of suhh's\-\-\' -H\roush
a lens onto a dry leaf, the way it said to do in
the book. Sure ehous}x y the leaf started 5mokih3 .
and eVeh+ua||7/ caus\\‘l’ fire.




EVeryohe was excited that we could make a fire
without the \\el\v of an adult, but we got a li+te
carried awa?/ wH')n +he }\53‘\ fives ) and Emilio’s
glasses got crushed in the celebration.

A‘dereh‘ﬂy E milio is blind as a bat without his
Slasses , so the rest of the trip mis}vl' be a little
c)nd”ehsihs for }\im.

| / 5“50'& |

SNY
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Luckily, Je”rey wears 3|asses, +00, So we can

make aho+)ner -Fire Yomorrow.

When we 30‘!’ back 4o our cabin after dinner, we
got a cold sylas% of real.'-l-y. The flooded +oilet
added to the overall bad smell in our cabin, which
{))/ now was | OTALLY overpowering.

We moﬂ)ed up ‘l'\"\e floor wH'\'\ our Jir‘l'y c|o+"\es,
+hen PU+ them in a c°“V|e of trash bo\ss. But
+\\a+ STILL didn% do the trick.

o)
nﬁlff i _ } :

/«§ A
i\\i
H—

g:‘)\
The WORST smell seemed to be coming from US.
And the ohl7/ way to deal with THAT Problem was

‘ | _;‘ |
wH'}\ deoéorah‘l'.

Ll
+
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Jordan said maybe we should raid one of the Sirls'
cabins and steal some of THEIR deodorant, but
+hat turned into a bia debate about whether girls
ac+ua||7 USE deodorant.

But what eVeryohe was excited about was the idea
of soihs on a RAID.

The person who was MOST excited was Emilio.
But we told )nim it was ‘oo c{ahserous for Hm ‘o
90 with us since he couldnt+ SEE.

He said we NEEDED Hm because \we \-\as an
excellent sense of smell and could sniff out +he
sirls’ cabins. We werent sure if he was bluffiha,
so we ran him ‘I'\'\rousk a smell +est where he had
to icleh-fh[)/ a bunch of different -H\ihss. And sure
ehous)n, he got eVer7/ sihsle one.
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So Emilio was in. We all started getting reo\dy,
but ria}vl' when we were about to head out, Mr.

Nuzzi came to c)neck on us.

||l ] H H
p— .
" ———
.« A e e § % . . Hwie Pig R oA
M P BT 8 e P .

2 guess it was Pre++7/ obvious to Mr. Nuzzi +hat
we were up to ho 300&, so he told us we'd all be
in BIG trouble if he caus\ﬁ any of us Sheakihs
out. Plus, he heard Silas Scratch was on the Prowl
+oh|'3)n+ so wed better S‘hay indoors.

Then Mr. Nuzzi left, and a few minutes later he
came back with a bottle of baby Pow&er.
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He sPrihHec} it ina bi3 circle around our cabin so that

if we DID leave, our 1[oo+‘>n'h+s would give us away.

AMAM A M N M
wWie

Walisy
WMy,

EVeryohe started o Pdhic because ‘H\ey ‘H’\ous%‘l'

we were +ra\>\>ed in our cabin for -Hwe rest of +¥\e

his\ﬁ'. But then T remembered o c}mp-fer from m7/
BOOK +hat could \-\el\) uS.

YOUR
NUMBERS
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Ancient ninjas had a clever
way of fooling their enemies.

When traveling in a group,
ninjas would walk in single file,
carefully stepping into the
same set of footprints.

Then they’d ambush their
pursuers, who would be
shocked to discover that they
were not following the tracks
of ONE person but many!




Mr. Nuzzi had lef+ his OWN footprints in the
baby Pow&er when he was s?reaéihs it around.
So all we needed o do was follow in his exact

foo+s+e\>s and he'd never know we left.

The oh|7/ Problem was that Mr. Nuzzi's -Foo+‘>r‘ih+s
were a lot bigaer +han any of ours. But Mr.
Jefferson }\o\cl lef+ }\is \wikih& boots uhder ‘H\e bed,
and ‘ﬁ\e)/ looked like a ?en[ed' match.

T went first. T4 was a li+tle hard S+d7/ih3 n Mr.
Nouzzi's +ro\cl<s, but T made it to the other side
of the baby ?owJer.

\'kl!a' %\\.
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Then T +ossed the boots back to +he NEXT auy-

Il

&

We 30‘!’ eVeryohe out of the cabin that wo?/. € ven

E milio, who hitched a ride with Je#rey.

///\F/ /{7/

Once we were all clear, we headed -H\rous‘-\ +he

woods toward the 35r|s) cabins. But before we
knew it, we were +o+a||>/ lost. T+ was kind of
scary because hobody even knew whic}x wa7/ OUR

cabin was.
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ﬂ\eh Je#rey macie eVery‘H\ihS a huh&red +imes
WORSE {)7/ {)r‘ihsihs up +he sub J'ed' of Silas
Scratch. Je#rey said Silas Scratch was Probably
wa-l'c\\iha our eVery move and was gonha ?ick us off
ohe 57/ one and eat us alive.

That got my cabinmates all stirred up, and T
‘Hwous}ﬁ -H\e)/ were gohha scatter in eVery direction.

But Emilio saved +he clay when he Picked up a

scent in +)ne air.
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He said he could smell a sir|s, cabin, and it wasn+

that far off.
).

/
Sure ehous}\, one of the cabins was about 1[.{-}7
feet away. We crept up as quieﬂy as we could,

'/

9

|
=

+hen ?u+ some of our ‘l'eam-builc}ihs skills into
action ‘o 3e+ up +o an open window.

T+ sounded like eVeryohe was o\slee\) inside. So T
lowered m75e|f +\\rou3)n the window and dro??ec}
down o ‘I'\'\e floor wi‘l')nowl' mo\kihs a sound.
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But when T looked around, T realized T was in a
cabin full of GIRL SCOUTS.

T decided 4o call off +he mission to get +he
deodorant, but {)7/ then it was ah’ea&y too late.
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EVeryﬂxihs after THAT is kind of a blur. T
remember 9ir|s yelliha, hands 3ra{>bih3 at my
ankles ) and m7/ cabinmates +ram\>|ih3 ohe another
Yo get out the front door.

ﬂ\eh it was Jus+ a mad dash ‘H\rous}\ +he woods.

Dont ask me HOW, but we found our way back
to our cabin. Uhfor‘l'uha-l'ely , we 1[or30+ all about
+he baby Pow&er, and we +o+a||7/ +rc\m\>|e& it. But
at that point it was the LEAST of our worries.

T thought the mission was a total failure, but
i+ turns out we didnt come back em\)‘iy-\mh&ec}.
Gra‘-\am ‘w& swi?ec} a bas at +)ne Sirls’ cabin ahc}
brous\ﬁ' it wi‘l'}\ }\im.
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PANT, PANT. PANT, PANT.

T Jefihi‘rel)/ wash+t comfortable with STEALING
and said that one of us needed to sneak the bo\s
back to +he Sirls’ cabin before ahyohe noticed it

was missihs.

But :[ 30+ outvoted on -H\a-l' idea because eVeryohe

else was curious to see w\mﬁ was ihside.

The clothes in the {)as didnt look like -H\e)/
belohged to any 35r|s OUR age.
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But {)7/ ‘H‘\e +ime we -Fisured out who the {)a3
ac+ua||)/ BELONGED +o, the owner was s+ahclih3

N our doorwa)/.

v||

T 'H'\ous"\‘l' Mrs. Graziano found us because of +he
bab Powder, but i+ turns out it was even easier
for her than THAT. As soon as she opened her
cabin door " she found Emilio S+um{>|ih3 around in
+he dark. Which Just goes to show, you should

hever leave a man behind.
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Mrs. Graziano chewed us out for our “immature
shehahiaahs." She said we couldnt be trusted on
our own for the his)n-l' , So she was gonhnha se‘l' on
+he P}\ohe and find an emersehcy c}m\)erohe.

&

T couldnt imagine who would be willing to drive
all +he way out to +his V|ace in the middle of the
his\ﬁ', but T knew that WHOEVER i+ was, he
wash+ gonha be HAPPY about it.

And it turns ouvt T was r.'3¥\+.

|

A
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SL“A&)’_

T really wish Mrs. Graziano had Just sent me
HOME instead of calling Dad o c\wo\‘perohe us

for +he last Ja?'. Dad was already mad ENOUGH
about the CAR , and now he had o babysi'f a

bunch of unshowered middle schoolers.

Ah& it wasnt fun breakihs ‘H\e news o }\im +)nca+

we didh’-f even \-\aVe a workiha bd-l'\-\room in our cabin.

T ﬁsured T owed i+ 40 Dad +o at least give him
a basic rundown of the camp, but he seemed o
a|reacl7/ know eVeryﬂwihs T 4ried 4o +ell him.
Somehow he even knew about the STEW, because
wheh somebody \Du+ a servih3 on \wis Pla-l'e, \-\e
scra\Decl it ris)n-l' back into the Po+.
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A‘l’ first I ‘Hwoush‘l' Dad mustve been a c\wa‘)erohe
when RODRICK went to +his P|ace, but when T
saw one of the other c\wa\)erohes greet Dad, T
put it all +03e+¥\er.

@LCOME BACK,
FRANK!
[

~ 9

Dad went o Hardscrabble Farms when he was
MY age.

No WONDER ‘\e wasn+ \wo\\)\)y to be ‘were. I-[
his experience was ahyﬂwihs like MINE, T'm

sure he never imaaihed n a million years +hat

hed be BACK.

Me and my cabinmates sPeh-l' -H\e Jay +r7/ih3 ‘o
set up our camp for -Hwe oVerhis\ﬁ. Ahc} it was
\)re-H')/ clear Dad had no intention of ‘\el\:ihs out.
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Ha” the time he was off somewhere else doiha who
knows what. Ahd when he WAS arouhd, he didn+
lif+ a fihger.

So we set up our shelter without him. Luckﬂy )
Grahé\)a’s book had a c}\a\ﬂ'er on how o build a
wa+er\>roof lean-to, so we didnt NEED Dad’s \-\e|\>.

~
2
\WAY/
"8 Es 3 ety
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A‘l’ Jihher some kicls from ahoﬂ’\er group seemecl

renlly shaken up. ﬂwey said +\\e7/ were 3a+¥\erih3
firewood and came across an old shack that +)ne7/
were 99% sure belohsed to Silas Scratch.

This is where T was \\o?ihs Dad would ell eVeryohe
Silas Scratch was Just a made-uP s+or7/ to keeP kids
from |eavih3 ‘H\eir cabins at his‘ﬁ. But ‘\e DIDN'T.

He said +hat when HE went to Hardscrabble Farms,

a couyle of kids went ?okiha around Silas Scratch’s
shack and were never heard from AGAIN.




ﬂ\a-l' was the WORST +\wih3 Dad couldve said
Jus+ before we were suP\)oseJ to sPehJ +he hia‘vi'

n +¥\e woocls.

AHer Jihher, Mrs. Graziano told eVeryohe o 3e+
w\-\a-l'eVer -H-\e)/ heeded from +)neir cabins qhd brihg
it to -Hweir cam\)sHes.

A bunch of kids were begsihs to slee\) INSIDE,
but Mrs. Graziano said +his is how it's a|wa7/s been
on the last high-l' at Hardscrabble Farms, and its
the way it's alwo?/s gonna be.

We had gotten the fire started earlier, and when
we got to our campsite it was still going. The fire
was inhs down ) ‘I"'\oua\\ , SO we needed o se‘l'
more wood to feed i+. But once it 30+ DARK out ,
+he 3u7/s n m7/ group were +oo scared o leave the
fire 4o ‘\elv me collect sticks.
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T wouldve asked DAD for }xel\), but who KNOWS

where "\e was.

So T went to look for firewood {)7/ myself. The
area around our cam\)si‘l'e was Picked '\)re-H'y clean
of S'h'cks, so I \-md o 90 Jee\)er nto -H\e woods.
But T got all turned around, and T couldnt

remember which way our camPsH'e was.
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T started 4o ‘)ahic a little, but then T saw a
|i3"\+ that T +\\ous)n+ must be our cam‘)fire. T
headed toward it, and when T got closer, T
couldnt believe where +he |53\~\+ was coming from.

T have o o\c{mi‘l’, T didnt r‘eo\||7/ {)uy o\h7/ of the
Silas Scratch stuff until this moment. But now T
‘Hwous\ﬁ T mish-l' ac+ua||7' die of FEAR.

Some-ﬂwihs about that ||'3)n+ didn+ look r@ﬁ,
ﬂwous}\. T ﬂ\ous*vl' it was coming from a fire‘)lace
inside the s\\ack, but it was ac+uo\||7/ from a
LIGHTBULB. T+ didnt make a lot of sense

to me that a crazy farmer who eats sluss and

berries had ELECTRICITY.
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The door on the front of the ‘)lace was barred
shut. So T walked around the back , and there

was a metal door that was unlocked.

T Keld my breath and \)us\-\ecl it open, then T

s+e\>\7ecl inside. M)/ heart was Prad‘ica")/ bea-h'ha
out of my chest, but T HAD 4o know what was
in there.

When T saw what was inside, T realized this

‘)lace wasnt a shack at ALL. T4 was some sort of
maintenance shed with a bunch of tools, and ‘Hwe)/
didn even look that OLD.

H.F.
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T went a little farther in. When T walked down
a ‘-\q“wa?/, T found SOme-H-\ihs that REALLY
shocked me.

T+ was a BATHROOM, with a toilet and a sink
and EVERYTHING. There were even a few rolls
of extra toilet paper, and it wasn+ the CHEAP

s+U1[1[, either.

g lLod

B V/

M7/ head was spinhing at +hat point. T was

reacly to run back to our campsite and +ell

eVeryohe what T4 fouhc}, when T heard
SOmeﬂwihs that sent shivers down my s‘m’he.

T+ was the sound of WHISTLING, and it was
comihs from ria\'vf BEHIND me.
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I turned o run, and that's w}\eh 1 ran smack
into DAD.

T was +o+a||7/ sveecNess. T couldnt understand
w\m‘l' )ne was Joihs +akih3 a s}\ower n a
maintenance shed, but then he started -l'o\lkihs.

Dad said when HE went to Hardscrabble Farms,
the bathroom situation was even WORSE +han it

IS how.
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+he camp shared.

ﬂ\ere was oh|7/ one ouﬂwouse, w}wic% eVeryohe at

o ’
. ’ R L] - - . - M .. ’ ™ .
- - L) -

/ﬂ\ere was ho s%ower, and if 7/ou wanted o 3e+

=

clean, 7/ou had o g0 down to the river with a bar
of soap.

Then one da7 when Dad was co||ec+ih3 firewood,
}\e found -H-\is maintenance s\wed +¥m+ was used for
kee\)iha up -l'\\e \)roPer-I?/ duriha -H\e off-season.

When he realized there was a toilet and a shower

ihside, he knew he had +o kee\) it a secret or
EVERYONE would find out.
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So he came up with the $+or7 of Silas Scratch +o
throw the other kids off the +rail.

PR

Dad said wheh }\e 30‘!’ "\ere 7/e5+erJa ) ‘-\e
was ?re-H)/ sur\)rase& the Silas Scratch +\~nh3

was sill going after all +hese years. But he
{isured hed Jus+ 90 with it so he could kee\v +he
bdﬂ\room to Hmseh[.

T was \Dre‘H'y mad at Dad for causing eVeryohe
all this stress. But T have to admit that coming
up with a cro\z7/ s+or7/ to Vro+ec+ a secret
bathroom is EXACTLY +he kind of +)m'h3 T4
do MYSELF.

T realized Td been away from +he campsite for a
while and m7/ cabinmates Proba{ﬂ)/ ‘I'}\oua)n‘l’ T 30‘l’
shatched up b)/ Silas Scratch.

213



So T asked Dad o }\e|‘> me find my way back +o
the cqm\>56+e.

T+ had started 4o ran, and {)7 the time we 3°+
back, +he fire was com\>|e+el7/ OUT. T guess my
9roup 30+ Jes?era-l'e and threw in ahyﬂ-\ihs +ha+t
would burn, becavse T found my BOOK in there.
Or at least what was left of it.

| Emllace
"0 000
)
W OTOSD
cabinmates had Picked apart our shelter for

firewooc}, and +\-m+’s w\\ere me and Dad found
them, all huddled +ose+\\er.
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T really didn*t wanna sPehc} +he his)n'f out in the
rain, and -Hmhk-(ully Dad didnt, EITHER.

T guess he wasn* oo concerned about the camp
rules, because he snuck us all back into our cabin.
T+ misH*’Ve stunk o \'\53\\ heaven in ‘H\ere, but i+
was +he best his\-rl' of sleeP Tve had in my life.

717222
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This morhing we Packed up all our stuff and
brous\‘\‘l' it to +\\e ‘)arkihs lot.

Almos+ eVeryohe n my class looked like a WRECK
from slee\Dihs out in the woods oVerhis\'\‘l' 5 but MY
group ac+uo\||7/ looked REFRESHED.
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T"\7/ cabinmates ke\)‘l' sayihs how LUCKY we were +o
have survived the week with Silas Scratch ‘;rowlihs

around. Ah& it was all T could do to bite m7l ‘|'ohsue.

Believe me, T was +em‘>+e3 to ell eVeryohe +hat
Silas Scratch was a hoax. Peovle mis)(\+Ve even
treated me like a HERO for fihally putting an
end to the whole ‘H\iha.

But T {isured T mis\‘vl’ 3e+ stuck c"\a‘)erohihs at
+his ‘)lqce one Jo?/, and if T do T'll wanna use
+hat bathroom MYSELF.
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T was about o load m7/ ’Das onto the bus ; but
then Dad told me T could ride home with HIM.
ﬂwa+ was WAY better than si-H'ihs in Someone
|a\> , so L took Dad up on his offer.

On +he way out, there was a bus coming in with
a whole new crop of kids. T quickly scribbled o

message to warn +¥\em about w*m-l' ‘H-\e were in

for. T -ﬁsured it was the LEAST T could do.

\

BEWARE OF
TLAS SCRAIC
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Life was better in the old
days. Or was it?

Z7INN
That's the question Greg 3
Heffley is asking as his town
voluntarily unplugs and goes
electronics-free, But modern
life has its conveniences,¢
and Greg isn’t cut out for an °

old-fashioned world.

With tension building inside and outside the Heffley home, will
Greg find a way to survive? Or is going “old school” just too hard
for a kid like Greg?

READERS LOVE THE DIARY OF A WIMPY KID SERIES—
the USA Today, Publishers Weekly, Wall Street Journal,
and # 1 New York Times bestsellers:
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n the publishing worl
Kinney is a rock star.”

—NPR’s “Backseat Book Club”

' of a Wimpy Kid is “One of the most successful

o . n." . ' . . ”
bent on world dominatio children’s series ever published.

_Time magazine —Washington Post

“A big hit with reluctant readers
and anyone looking for a funny book.”

~School Library Journal
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: : @wimpykid
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